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Southern California conti nues to 
recover, aft er it suff ered from deadly 
mudslides. At least 20 people have 
died and dozens of homes have been 
destroyed. Montecito, where a lot of 
celebriti es have homes, was one of 
the worst-hit areas. 

An oil tanker has sunk off  
China’s coast, causing fears for 
the environment. The Sanchi 
tanker had been on fi re for 
a week, aft er colliding with 
another boat in the East China 
Sea. All crew members are 
believed to have died. Sanchi 
was carrying oil and other 
chemicals, although Chinese 
offi  cials say there doesn’t 
appear to be a major leak. It’s 
sti ll not known what caused the 
ships to crash. An investi gati on 
is expected to take place. 

Tanker sinks
The nominati ons for this year’s BRIT 
Awards have been announced. Dua 
Lipa has scored the most nominati ons, 
with an impressive fi ve. Other arti sts 
in the running for prizes include Ed 
Sheeran, Stormzy and Litt le Mix. The 
awards take place on Wednesday 21 
February at London’s O2 Arena.

An orange snake was found on the 
back seat of a bus in Bradford! The bus 
driver had to call the police, aft er she 
was alerted to her scaly passenger. 
It turned out to be a 60cm-long corn 
snake, which was returned to its owner.

The World Health Organizati on has 
created a new health risk called 
gaming disorder, which is described 
in a similar way to an addicti on. We 
asked you: Are you guilty of gaming 
too much? 77% of you said NO. 

The Queen 
has revealed 
the not so 
glamorous 
aspects 
of royal 
life. In a TV documentary called The 
Coronati on, the monarch jokingly 
said that the imperial state crown is 
so heavy that you can’t look down 
while wearing it or “your neck would 
break”! The documentary also 
revealed that the crown jewels were 
hidden from the Nazis in a biscuit ti n 
during the Second World War.

Marcus Smith is to become the 
best-paid teenager in world rugby, 
aft er signing a new contract with 
Harlequins. The 18-year-old will get 
£230,000 a year, before bonuses!

North Korea is sending a team of 
athletes to the Winter Olympics in 
South Korea next month. The news 
comes following peace talks between 
the two neighbours. They might even 
have a joint ice-hockey team...

Top doctors have writt en to the Prime 
Minister, expressing their concerns 
for the NHS. The spread of fl u and 
other illnesses has meant hospitals 
have become very busy this winter. 
The doctors say there is not enough 
money or resources to go around.

Golf has been named Britain’s 
dullest sport, aft er 70% of people 
said they found it boring to watch. A 
new YouGov survey also found that 
athleti cs was the most exciti ng sport.

H&M stores in South Africa have 
been ransacked, aft er a controversial 
advert was released. The ad showed 
a young black boy wearing a hoodie 
with the slogan: “Coolest monkey in 
the jungle.” Lots of people thought 
the ad was racist and stopped using 
the clothing chain. Several celebriti es 
said they will stop working with the 
company. H&M said they were deeply 
sorry and have removed the picture.

Parents are being urged not to let 
their children use Snapchat, because 
it can be addicti ve. Some schools have 
already banned it. Anne Longfi eld, the 
Children’s Commissioner for England, 
says the instant messaging service has 
“parti cularly addicti ve elements” and 
worries about children using it.

Thieves stole millions of pounds 
worth of jewellery from the Ritz hotel 
in Paris last week. Five men were 
involved in the heist, but only three 
were arrested. The jewels were all 
recovered later.

Could Oprah Winfrey run for the 
American presidency in 2020? There 
are reports that the former talk show 
host is “acti vely thinking” about 
running for the White House.
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UKIP leader Henry Bolton is facing 
calls to resign over racist remarks his 
girlfriend made about Meghan Markle. 
Jo Marney has been suspended from 
UKIP and apologised, while Mr Bolton 
said he had ended his relati onship with 
her. Lots of people feel that he should 
also step down from his job.

American president13

Wild wolves are making a comeback 
in Europe! One has been found in 
Belgium for the fi rst ti me in 100 years.

wolf return14
The fi rst Cadbury’s white chocolate 
Creme Egg has been found, netti  ng 
the lucky owner a whopping £1,000!

In the money20
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A Japanese astronaut claimed to have 
grown a whopping 9cm (3.5in) while 
living aboard the Internati onal Space 
Stati on. In fact, Norishige Kanai had 
calculated it wrong and had grown just 
2cm. Oops! Most astronauts will grow 
a litt le in space because their spines 
extend without the pull of gravity.  

Growth spurt11

12 19

15
If you care about our planet and think 
you’ve got what it takes to be a young 
reporter highlighti ng climate change 
issues, we want to hear from you! 
First News has teamed up with WWF 
to fi nd TWO young climate change 
reporters. Find out how you can enter 
at fi rst.news/wwf.

Quick news to read yourself 
and share WITH FRIENDS...

THINGS TO KNOW AND TELL

20

More than 30 children were 
killed in Syria in the fi rst two 
weeks of this year, says UNICEF. 
There is sti ll a lot of violence in 
the country, with many medical 
faciliti es and schools having 
to close in East Ghouta.

Kids killed 
in syria

5
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“I am defi nitely guilty of gaming too 
much. Any spare moment that I get 
I will hop onto my phone, my laptop, 
my Xbox, my DS…” said First News Live! 
user, cubemaster.

Yes!

“I like playing games but I prefer reading 
books and things like that. They [games] 
can be bad for your eyes so be careful!” 
said First News Live! user!, hpti gers. 

No!
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3. big news

Get 3 ISSUES for £1*
Call 0330 333 0186

www.fi rstnews.co.uk/
subscribe

 *followed by £16.99 every 
three months by Direct Debit

Nicky Cox MBE

THANK you to everyone who 
took part in our equality 
survey (p11).

It was so interesti ng to hear 
what you said about how boys and 
girls are treated, because of their 
gender. Next, it would be really 
interesti ng to hear how you think 
atti  tudes could be changed.

Editor’s 
comment

FirstNews     Issue 605     19 – 25 January 2018 

SUBSCRIBE
for home

INDIAN DAD 
DIGS ROAD 
HOME

JALANDHAR Nayak spent two 
years digging a path so he could 
see his three sons at weekends. 

The family lives in a remote part of 
India, in a village with no electricity or 
running water. Nayak was missing his 
sons, who were away at school, and 
wanted them to come home more 
oft en. But the path home was six miles 
over fi ve hills and took three hours for 
them to walk. 

“My children found it hard to 
walk on the narrow and stony path. 
I oft en saw them stumbling against 
the rocks,” he told a reporter. He 
decided to make it easier and set off  
every morning for two years to make 
a shorter route. With only a pickaxe 
and a hoe, he hacked out rocks and 
boulders for up to eight hours a day. 

When a local administrator heard 
what Nayak was doing, he agreed that 
the path would be completed by the 
local government and to pay Nayak 
for all his hard work so far. The offi  cial, 
Brundha D, said he was “spellbound” 
by the father’s eff orts.

Just a few days aft er Theresa May’s important speech 
about the Government’s 25-year plan for the environment, 
supermarkets have been found to be far from helping 
consumers to make changes. One of the Prime Minister’s 
major announcements concerned supermarkets having 
plasti c-free aisles where all products are sold loose. 

This week, however, research has shown that in 
supermarkets it is cheaper to buy fresh fruit and vegetables 
in packaging. In only one major store were loose items 
cheaper than the same ones in plasti c packaging. If loose 
products conti nue to cost more, consumers will fi nd it 
harder to make environmentally-friendly choices. 

One argument for maintaining packaging on fruit and 
vegetables is that there is less food waste. Packaged items 

last longer and suff er less damage. But plasti c packaging 
also causes massive amounts of waste and takes much 
longer to biodegrade (break down). 

The Government will be calling for evidence from many 
sides before it makes any changes to the law. It may take 
many years for the new laws to come into eff ect. In the 
meanti me, plasti c conti nues to have a huge impact on 
our environment. 

As the PM herself said in her speech, large amounts of 
plasti c waste ends up in our rivers and the seas around our 
coast. Greenpeace, an environmental acti on group that has 
monitored plasti c waste, discovered it on Briti sh beaches, 
in the nests of seabirds and even found microplasti c 
fragments in the feeding grounds of whales and seals.

GETTING rid of plasti c packaging can make fruit and vegetables actually cost more in supermarkets.

by Jane Tarrant

PACKAGING DILEMMA 

BRIGHTER FUTURE
GOOD news for the endangered Myanmar snub-nosed 
monkey, which was drasti cally aff ected by hunti ng and 
loss of habitat. 

Within only two years of its discovery in 2010, the monkey’s 
future was already feared to be in danger.

Despite Fauna & Flora Internati onal (FFI) fi nding more snubbys 
(as they are aff ecti onately known) in the nearby province of 
Yunnan in China, in 2012 they were listed as criti cally endangered. 

However, a recent report suggests that while the status of the 
monkey remains criti cal, positi ve acti on by various groups has 
resulted in a dramati c improvement in the prospects of the ti ny 
populati on that remains. The Myanmar and Chinese governments 
are now co-operati ng to stop illegal wildlife trade and illegal 
logging. Plus special areas for the benefi t of humans and monkeys 
are also being created on both sides of the border.

Good week for...
Teenage pioneers
Jade Hameister, a 16-year-
old schoolgirl, skied her 
way to the South Pole 
without any help. In terrible 
conditi ons where the wind 
chill was down to -500C, she 
braved her way across the 
Transantarcti c mountain range to become the fi rst Aussie 
female to fi nish the 373-mile trek without help.
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Bad week for...
Phone alerts
People in Hawaii suff ered 
30 minutes of absolute 
panic when a mobile 
phone message was sent 
telling them a missile 
was on its way. Relati ons 
between the US and North Korea are tense, so the threat 
was completely believable. There was total relief when 
people discovered it was a false alarm. 
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CARILLION’S 
MISSING MILLIONS
A HUGE company called Carillion has gone bust, saying 
that it can’t aff ord to pay the £1.6bn that it owes to banks. 
The company’s collapse has put thousands of jobs in 
danger, and will cost the Government millions of pounds. 

Carillion is mainly known for building work, including hospitals 
and railway lines. However, they also have contracts to take care of 
offi  ces, schools, hospitals and prisons, and supply meals to hundreds 
of your schools. 

Since the company does so much work like this, the Government 
can’t aff ord to just let everything stop, so will have to pay the bill for 
some services to keep running. 

Smaller companies that were doing work for Carillion may not get 
any of the money they were owed, and some have already had to 
lose workers.
Many are angry that
Carillion’s bosses have
been paid huge bonuses
in recent years, even
though the company
was doing badly.

The 250 drones perform above Las 
Vegas. Make sure you watch the 
AMAZING show at fi rst.news/drones

FORGET FIREWORKS, 
WE WANT DAZZLING 
DRONES

live.fi rstnews.co.uk
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The tech company wowed crowds at 
the CES 2018 show in Las Vegas, US, with 
a fl eet of 250 Shooti ng Star drones. They 
performed a colourful routi ne that was 
synced with the Fountains of Bellagio and 
soundtracked by Kygo’s Stargazing.

The drones’ advantage over fi reworks is 
that they don’t pollute the environment and 
cause smog, although they sti ll obviously 
need electricity to charge them up. Drones 

can also write words and phrases, and make 
patt erns that would be physically impossible 
with fi reworks. 

If you watch the cool video on FN Live! 
(fi rst.news/drones) you immediately 
realise the other advantage – you can hear 
the music. If you’ve ever seen a standard 
fi reworks display set to music, you’ll have 
noti ced that the loud bangs drown the tunes 
out a lot of the ti me. Wins all round!

HUGE swarms of drones are already set to be an environmentally-friendly 
alternati ve to fi reworks, but they’re also going to look really, really cool, if 
Intel’s latest display is anything to go by.

by Ian Eddy

RICH AND RICHER
THERE was good news for two men this week, including one who became so rich at 
the age of 20 that he’s already reti red!

Shane Missler is the lucky American man who won the $451m 
(£330m) jackpot in the Florida Lott ery’s Mega Millions draw. 
Instead of getti  ng the prize paid in instalments over his lifeti me, 
he opted to take a one-off  cash sum of $281m (£204.5m) instead.

“I’m only 20,” he said, “but I hope to use it to pursue a variety 
of passions, help my family and do some good for humanity.”

But, even with more than £200m in the bank, Missler sti ll has 
a long way to go to beat Amazon boss Jeff  Bezos, who is now 377 
ti mes richer than Missler, aft er his personal wealth increased by 

$6bn to $106bn (£77bn). Bezos is said to be the richest person 
in the world, although it’s thought that some people in other 
countries may have secret (or illegal) fortunes that are even bigger.

But, with many people now struggling to make ends meet, is it 
ever right for one person to win or earn so much? However, the 
Florida Lott ery gives millions to educati on in the state and sends 
poor kids to university, and many would say that Amazon provides 
a great service and helps people to buy things cheaper than they 
could elsewhere, so it isn’t an easy questi on.

VOTE IN OUR POLL
Is it okay for one person 
to have so much money? 
Vote at fi rst.news/polls

TRUMP CANCELS
DONALD Trump has cancelled his visit to the UK, which 
was planned for next month.

The president was due to travel to London to offi  cially open the 
new US embassy. Now he has said he thinks the new building is a 
“bad deal” for the American embassy. The old building was rented 
in Mayfair but a brand-new one has been built across the river in 
Batt ersea.

Some think that the president was worried about the bad 
reacti on he might have got in the 
UK. There were expected to be large 
protests against him, if he did visit.

Trump’s Secretary of State, Rex 
Tillerson, will open the embassy instead, 
although the president could sti ll come 
for a state visit in the UK later this year. 
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POLL OF THE WEEK
Do you want Donald Trump to visit 

the UK? Vote at fi rst.news/polls
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A waxwork of Trump 
in front of the new US 
embassy in London

Missler with his sister

Bezos: the size of his wallet?
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Our daily TV bulleti n, First News Today, from our team at First News Today, from our team at First News Today
Sky News will tell you all you need to know each day in 

just 60 seconds! Come back every weekday aft ernoon at 
3pm for a new bulleti n! Just head to live.fi rstnews.co.uk.live.fi rstnews.co.uk

FIRST NEWS LIVE!
Whenever you see the 

First News Live! icon on a page (left ), 
there’s a video that goes with the story 

on our website: live.fi rstnews.co.uk 

SNAPPED!
Head to live.fi rstnews.co.uk to check 

out the First News team’s top pic picks First News team’s top pic picks First News
(hee hee!) of the day – every weekday 

on First News Live! 

RIYADH, SAUDI ARABIA: Female supporters of Saudi’s Al-Hilal football club 
att end their team’s match against Al-Itti  had. Saudi Arabia allowed women to enter 
a football stadium for the fi rst ti me to watch a match on 12 January, as the country 
relaxes strict decades-old rules that separate the sexes.
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DHAKA, BANGLADESH: Muslims prepare to take part in Akheri Munajat, the fi nal 
prayer for world peace aft er the annual Biswa Ijtema gathering.

TRABZON, TURKEY: A Pegasus Airlines Boeing 737 passenger plane is struck in 
mud on an embankment, a day aft er skidding off  the runway aft er landing at 
Trabzon’s airport. There were 168 people on board, but no-one was seriously 
hurt. The plane was badly damaged, with one of its engines coming off  and 
sliding down into the sea.
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ASUNCIÓN, PARAGUAY: People take a boat to see the giant water lilies (Victoria 
amazonica) that appear every three to four years in great numbers in the Paraguay 
River. Water lilies are seen every year, but not in such quanti ti es and size. Locals treat 
them as a nati onal treasure.
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NEW ZEALAND: Bird experts have designed a special ‘gym’ for the country’s 
endangered kea, to keep them away from some of the nati on’s most dangerous 
roads. Kea – dubbed the world’s smartest parrot – are the planet’s only alpine 
parrot. They are very intelligent and have a mischievous streak, and love playing 
with new things. The gym features ladders, spinning fl otati on devices, swings and 
climbing frames, and is already proving popular.

SURREY, UK: Butt erfl ies sit on the face of model Jessie Baker as she poses during a 
photocall at RHS Garden Wisley. The Butt erfl ies In The Glasshouse exhibit returns 
unti l 4 March and this year features more than 50 species of free-fl ying butt erfl ies.
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NEWS IN 
NUMBERS

1  train has been named 
aft er Paddington Bear creator 
Michael Bond. The Great 
Western Railway train was 
named aft er the author in 
a ceremony at Paddington 
stati on in London.

56-year-old 
Nico, one of the 
world’s oldest 
silverback gorillas, 
has passed away 
at Longleat
safari park.  

13,432,485 
people used Edinburgh Airport 
in 2017, making it the busiest 
year ever for the airport. Glasgow 
Airport had its busiest year, too, 
with about 9.9 million passengers 
passing through.

60 fi refi ghters were 
called to tackle a huge 
blaze at Notti  ngham 
railway stati on. The 
fi re is thought to have
started in a toilet and 
spread to the roof.

1 in four UK students graduated from 
university with a fi rst-class degree last 
year, according to new data from the 
Higher Educati on Stati sti cs Agency. 
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Wales
Mental health help
Police in South Wales are calling 
for mental health lessons in schools. 
This comes aft er 33% more children 
and young people were held under 
the Mental Health Act by South 
Wales Police in 2016-2017, 
compared to the previous year.

UK
Greener homes
The Wildlife Trusts have released new guidelines 
to show how new housing developments can 
be built in a way that not only provides people 
with more environmentally-friendly homes, but also helps reverse years of wildlife 
and habitat decline. The report, Homes For People And Wildlife – How To Build 
Housing In A Nature-Friendly Way, follows the Government’s commitment to build 
a further 300,000 homes a year unti l 2022.

Edinburgh
Starfi sh stranded
Thousands of starfi sh have washed 
up on Portobello beach. It’s not 
known why the marine creatures 
appeared, but some think it could 
be to do with Storm Eleanor. Back in 
April last year, thousands of starfi sh 
were spott ed washed up on a beach 
further up the coast in Rosemarkie.

london
Royal radio visit
Prince Harry and Meghan Markle 
made their second offi  cial royal 
engagement at a radio stati on in 
Brixton. The pair visited youth 
stati on Reprezent, which was set 
up ten years ago in response to 
the rise in knife crime.

Powys
Friti llary funds
Work is taking place to save the 
home of a rare butt erfl y. The pearl-
bordered friti llary is one of the 
UK’s most threatened species and 
now only lives in 11 sites across 
Wales, eight of which are in Powys. 
Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust has 
raised more than £16,000 to help 
look aft er the species’ habitat. 

LAke District
Badger bother
A Lake District mountain 
pass has collapsed… because 
of badgers. Workmen were 
repairing a secti on of Whinlatt er 
Pass when they discovered 
about 20 badger tunnels 
beneath the road, which caused 
the road to collapse. The council 
worked with Natural England to 
ensure that the badgers were 
not disturbed, as the species 
is protected by law.

HAMPSHIRE
Magic moment
Magician Dynamo surprised young people at The 
King’s Arms youth club in Petersfi eld. The star not 
only performed some tricks, but also talked to the 
young people about his experiences of being bullied 
and how he used to att end a youth club in Bradford 
when he was growing up.
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LONDON
Do you want to 
be a zoo vet?
ZSL London Zoo is giving young 
people the chance to become  
zoo vets at Animal Hospital, a 
new role-playing experience for 
wannabe veterinarians. From 
10-18 February, as part of Vets 
In Acti on, junior vets will help 
experts examine, X-ray and carry 
out treatments on toys to see 
fi rst-hand the work the zoo’s 
vets, nurses and zookeepers do.

ZS
L
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Robot pals
COMPANION robots are 
designed to occupy the same 
space as humans, interact 
with humans (and each 
other), as well as provide 
support with daily acti viti es, 
emoti onal engagement and 
entertainment.

A great example of a companion 
robot is MiRo, whose design is 
based on that of a mammal’s brain. 
Each MiRo can make decisions, 
sense its environment, identi fy 
objects and respond to its owner – 
this gives each robot its own 
unique ‘personality’.

You can meet a host of 
companion robots, including MiRo, 
along with their designers and 
researchers from the University 
of Sheffi  eld at Pi: Our Robot 
Friends at the Museum of Science 
and Industry, in Manchester, on 
Saturday 20 January. 

See www.msimanchester.org.uk 
for more informati on. 

IF you’ve ever tried to sti fl e a sneeze, one pati ent’s serious injury should 
be a lesson to us all that we should just let it out.

Doctors writi ng in BMJ Case Reports tell the story of a man who tried to hold in a 
sneeze by pinching his nose shut and keeping his mouth closed. He told doctors that 
aft erwards he could feel a popping sensati on in his neck, and he had also lost his 
voice and found it incredibly painful to swallow.

Aft er examining the pati ent, doctors found that he had ruptured (torn) the back of 
his throat. They could also hear popping and crackling sounds from his neck to his 

ribs, which showed that air bubbles had forced their 
way into his ti ssue and muscles. 

The report says that the man had to stay in hospital 
for seven days, being fed by a tube.

The NHS advises that you sneeze into a ti ssue, then 
bin it and wash your hands. If you don’t have a ti ssue, 
sneezing into your elbow stops you getti  ng germs on 
your hands and then spreading them around.

DID YOU 
KNOW?

IN more spider news, a separate 
report in ZooKeys has named 
seven new species of spider 

aft er fi cti onal spider characters. 
They include one named 

Ochyrocera aragogue, aft er 
Aragog from Harry Pott er!

Please just sneeze!

This report is 
from our friends 
at the Museum 
of Science and 
Industry, part 
of the Science 
Museum Group.

A NEW report has provided 
lots of evidence that birds of 
prey in Australia deliberately 
spread fi re.

The authors of the report share 
lots of eyewitness accounts from 
Aborigines and fi refi ghters. These 
menti on birds picking up fl aming 
twigs in their beaks or talons, then 
fl ying away and dropping them to 
start more fi res.  

Since all kinds of animals will try 
to run from a fi re, experts think 
that the birds are starti ng fi res 
deliberately so that they can pick 
off  more prey.

The authors say that at least 
three species are responsible: 
black kites, whistling kites and 
brown falcons. 

The reports come from several 
parts of Australia and over many 
years, so it’s strong evidence that 
the behaviour is deliberate.

Since birds of prey have 
been around for millions of 
years longer than we have, it 
leads to an interesti ng questi on: 
did they learn how to use fi re 
before humans?

AERIAL
ARSONISTS

by Ian Eddy

SCIENTISTS have discovered 18 new pelican spider species on 
Madagascar. The pelicans’ deadly att acks on other spiders give 
them their alternati ve name – assassin spiders!

They’re named pelican spiders because they have a long ‘neck’ and 
mouthparts that look like a beak. They don’t build webs to trap prey, 
but instead go out hunti ng. The fascinati ng report in ZooKeys says that 
pelican spiders are unusual because they only prey on other spiders. Aft er 
stalking its prey at night, a pelican spider uses its huge ‘beak’ to pierce its 
target. The beak is then used to hold prey away from the body unti l it dies, 
protecti ng the pelican spider from any defensive att acks. 

“Collecti ng spiders in Madagascar is quite an adventure,” Hannah Wood 
told First News, “but not because of the wasps and scorpions (I’ve only 
been stung by one wasp and one scorpion during all my ti me collecti ng in 
Madagascar). Instead, the diffi  culti es of collecti ng in Madagascar are due 
to cyclones, inaccessible forests that do not have well-marked trails, and 
land leeches! But the spiders in Madagascar are so cool that collecti ng 
there is actually really exciti ng. Besides, I love spiders and scorpions so, 
for me, they’re a draw rather than a negati ve!”

SPIDER
ASSASSINS

DID YOU 
KNOW?

RESEARCH has shown that 
waves can shift  huge boulders 
and are more powerful than 

previously thought. The biggest 
rock so far found to have been 
moved by the power of waves 

is a 620-tonne boulder found on 
the west coast of Ireland. That’s 

about the same as four blue 
whales (150 tonnes) or nearly 

80 elephants (8 tonnes)! 

A pelican spider uses 
its long ‘beak’ to stab 

its prey and keep it 
at a safe distance
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Don’t hold it in!

A black kite 
kicks back on a 
telephone line

Kids play with 
a MiRo robot
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  Name: Criscent
 

CRISCENT lives with his 
grandmother and needed a 
double cataract operati on to 
restore his sight. 

Before his operati on he could 
hardly detect light. When the 
bandages were removed for the 
fi rst ti me he could see images.

Joseph Magyezi, Project 
Coordinator at Ruharo Eye Hospital, 
Uganda, where the operati on 
took place, says: “Without surgery 
Criscent would be another blind 
neglected child with no future.”

Sightsavers, supported by 
the UK Government, is on 
a fi nal push to provide a million 
cataract operati ons. 

Visit www.millionmiracles.org.  

USA
President Trump 
in race row 
The United Nati ons (UN) says that 
comments said to have been made 
by Donald Trump were “racist”. 
The President says he didn’t make 
the disrespectf ul remark while 
complaining about immigrants coming 
to the US, saying America should take 
people from countries 
like Norway but not 
from Africa. The UN 
said the comments 
were shocking 
and shameful.

INDIA
Satellite 
launches reach 100
India’s £2.9 billion space 
programme reached a new 
milestone as a 1,323kg rocket 
was launched into space. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
described it as a “glorious 
achievement”. This latest 
satellite will be used to keep an 
eye on India’s borders and help 
the government to track large 
building projects that are going 
on inside the country. It will take 
high-resoluti on pictures, which 
will also mean India can see 
what its neighbours are up to.

FRANCE
Snow chaos
Thousands of people have 
been stranded in the heaviest 
snowfalls in the Alps for several 
years. More than a metre 
fell in one day and more is 
forecast. In the worst areas, 
bulldozers are being used to 
create snow tunnels for cars 
to drive through. It is not even 
good news for the skiers at the 
moment, as there is a high risk 
of avalanches and most of the 
slopes are closed. However, in 
the long term, ski resorts are 
looking forward to a record-
breaking season.

SOUTH
AFRICA
Water shortage
Cape Town could become the 
fi rst major city to run out of 
water. Very litt le rain over the 
last three years, and a higher 
demand from more people 
living there, has resulted 
in a water crisis. The local 
government has a number 
of projects in place to try to 
deal with the situati on, so 
washing cars and fi lling up 
swimming pools have already 
been banned. 

SINGAPORE
Zoo introduces 
baby orangutan
Singapore Zoo successfully bred nearly 
40 endangered animals in 2017, including 
a criti cally-endangered orangutan called 
Khansa. On show to the public for the 
fi rst ti me, the roll-call of new additi ons 
also included a pygmy hippo called Abina, 
a baby jaguar, a baby white rhino and 
two baby turquoise dwarf geckos that 
are now only found in an 8km square of 
land in Tanzania. Although these animals 

are unlikely to be 
released into the wild, 
many could disappear 
forever if they were 
not bred in capti vity.

AUSTRALIA
Dino discovery
Scienti sts have welcomed the 
discovery of a new turkey-sized 
dinosaur in rocks that are 113 million 
years old. From the fossilised tail 
and foot, scienti sts can tell that 
the critt er was a good runner with 
powerful leg muscles. The herbivore, 
named Diluvicursor pickeringi, would 
have roamed the great valley that 
once existed between Australia and 
Antarcti ca. It helps scienti sts to build 
up a picture of the range of animals 
that lived there.

VENEZUELA
Chocolate could 
be the future
In a country with massive food and product 
shortages and desperate poverty, there is 
not much light at the end of the tunnel. Oil 
may be the biggest resource in the country, 
but now young entrepreneurs are looking 
to make quality chocolate a future global 
industry. At the moment, chocolati ers are 
only able to sell in expensive local shops, 
as many rules make it almost impossible 
to sell abroad. But, 
more than 1,700 people 
have studied chocolate-
making at university. 
That’s a lot of people 
who believe in the 
future of chocolate!
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GET REVISION READY!

Check out more at www.letts-revision.co.uk

Are you ready for SATs?
Answer these tricky questi ons 
to WIN a set of Lett s Revision 
Books and a Weird But True 2018!

FirstNews     Issue 605     19 – 25 January 20189. letts  Adverti sement feature

HOWEVER you like to 
learn, Letts will get you 
through your SATs!

Send your answer to lett s@harpercollins.co.uk. 
Closing date is 2 February 2018. 

OFFER!
Grown-ups can sign up to download 

FREE practi ce papers 
and our KS2 Parent Guide at 

lett s-revision.co.uk/SATs

Which word is 
the prepositi on 

in the sentence below?
The children had to 
trudge through the mud.

Q1.
Two prime 
numbers 

total 31. What are 
the two numbers?

Q2.
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TURTLES 
IN TROUBLE  

THINK TWICE BEFORE 
BUYING A PUG

ANIMALS TO 
BE BANNED 
FROM UK 
CIRCUSES

WILD animals could soon be banned from circuses in England. 
More than 40 countries around the world, including Scotland, have 

banned wild animals from circuses. Now England could follow if a bill (an 
idea for a new law) is passed in Parliament later this year. 

Environment Secretary Michael Gove is said to be reintroducing the 
bill, which was fi rst put forward back in 2013. A Government consultati on 
revealed that 94.5% of the public would support a ban.

NEW research has revealed that rising 
temperatures are turning almost all green sea 
turtles female in one populati on in the Great 
Barrier Reef. 

Whether a sea turtle becomes a boy or a girl is 
infl uenced by temperature, so when nests are in warmer 
sands there's more chance of eggs producing females. 

A study by the Nati onal Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administrati on, California State University and WWF 
Australia examined two groups of turtles on the Great 
Barrier Reef in Australia. The scienti sts discovered that 
the northern group, where temperatures are warmer, 
were mostly female. 

Green sea turtles are an endangered species and 
scienti sts have warned that, with so few males being 
born, this could mean the creatures eventually become 
exti nct. 

THE Briti sh Veterinary Associati on (BVA) 
has launched a campaign warning people 
of the health problems faced by squashed-
nosed breeds of dogs, including pugs and 
French bulldogs. 

Vets want dog-lovers to think twice about buying 
the fl at-faced breeds, which are properly known as 
brachycephalic. Some breeding based on the dogs' 
appearance has left  them open to health problems. 
The BVA says that 56% of brachycephalic dogs need 
treatment for breathing diffi  culti es, eye ulcers and 
other health or welfare problems.

The #BreedtoBreathe campaign is encouraging 
would-be owners to think about going for a diff erent 
breed or a healthier version of these breeds, which 
have been bred to have a longer snout, or even 
crossbreeds. The BVA warns that, without acti on, 
more and more dogs will need operati ons.
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AROUND A THIRD OF 
CHILDREN SAID THEY FELT 
THAT BOYS AND GIRLS ARE 

NOT TREATED THE SAME 
BY TEACHERS (30%) OR 

PARENTS (27%)

65% OF YOU THINK 
BOYS AND GIRLS 
SHOULD HAVE THE SAME 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 

AROUND HALF OF YOU 
SAY THAT GIRLS ARE 

MORE LIKELY TO 
BE JUDGED ON 
THEIR LOOKS

ARE BOYS AND GIRLS 
TREATED THE SAME?
The results are in!
MORE than 1,000 First News readers have taken part in our important equality survey. We 
wanted to know whether you felt boys and girls were treated the same. Gender is a topic 
many people have been talking about, because there has been a lot in the news about 
women being treated badly by men with the #MeToo campaign. This is what you told us…

TREATED THE SAME?
 readers have taken part in our important equality survey. We 

wanted to know whether you felt boys and girls were treated the same. Gender is a topic 

women being treated badly by men with the #MeToo campaign. This is what you told us…

I think teachers 
are extremely sexist 

against boys and, whenever we 
have a female teacher and a 

boy gets shouted at, I see girls 
doing the same things and the 

teachers just ask them very 
nicely to stop

I have 
confronted people who 
have said don’t be such 

a girl, and I said it 
was sexist

People say that 
boys shouldn’t 
cry. Why not?

I absolutely hate it when boys in my class 
say “You scream like a girl,” or “You’re not 
faster than me, you’re a GIRL,” because 
it is not true that boys are always faster 
than girls, and girls do not scream in a 

really high-pitched voice. People always 
assume that girls are weaker than boys 

and it is very unfair

70% OF GIRLS AND 
60% OF BOYS SAY THEY 

HAVE HEARD SEXIST 
COMMENTS BEING MADE 

ABOUT THEIR FRIENDS

 I don’t like 
the phrase 

“Oh you’re such 
a girly girl”

I go to an 
all-boys school 
which I think is 

sexist

They should 
be treated equally, but not 

always necessarily the same 
(for practi cal reasons e.g. girls 
are more likely to be assaulted 

when on their own)
The phrase “ladies fi rst” 
is sexist because you’re 

saying they’re more 
important than boys which 

is not right as we are all 
equal

Teachers most 
of the ti me pick boys 
to do more physically 

demanding things

My mum 
someti mes says 

I sound like a 
girl when she’s 

combing my hair 
and I squeal

There are some 
teachers who assume 

that boys are more rowdy 
and girls are more chatt y, 

and punish them accordingly, 
but they are a minority

Pupils make 
sexist comments 

without 
meaning it

At school I’m told 
that girls can’t play 

football, when I 
absolutely love 

football!

I’ve been 
told to act more 

ladylike, and oft en 
questi oned it. Why 
do girls have to be 

like this?

Boys are expected to 
be more scruff y and 

girls are expected 
to care more about 

clothes

 
So many ti mes these 

comments can be so hurtf ul. 
People MUST see the diff erence 
between stati ng the gender of a 
person and making a comment 

based on it. If they didn’t 
know someone’s gender, these 
comments wouldn’t be made

Stereotypically, girls
 are judged much more on 

their looks than boys, 
which is completely 

wrong

Boys and girls think diff erently 
and act diff erently so they should be 

treated diff erently but NOT when they 
don’t need to be treated diff erently

Someti mes 
they don’t want to 

be treated the same 
because a boy and a 
girl’s life are diff erent 
so they will want to 

be treated diff erently

NEARLY TWO THIRDS OF GIRLS (63%) 
SAID THAT BOYS AND GIRLS ARE TREATED 
DIFFERENTLY BY OTHER CHILDREN. MORE 

THAN HALF OF BOYS (52%) FELT THE SAME WAY
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BOOK ONLINE  
petsathome.com/workshops 

Birds are 
brilliant!

WILD BIRD WORKSHOP

Working together to give nature a home

Working together to give nature a home

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 

WILD BIRD WORKSHOP

HOUSE SPARROW
I am quite small and a streaky 

brown colour. Males have 

a grey head and black chin, 

females are a bit plainer.

WOODPIGEON
The largest and most common 

pigeon, I’m mainly grey with 

white bits on my neck and 

wings. I make a cooing noise.

GOLDFINCH
Look out for my bright red 

face and yellow wing patches. 

My long pointed beak lets me 

get to tricky-to-reach seeds.

LONG-TAILED TIT
My tail is longer than my body 

and I have a tiny black beak. 

My head is whiteish and my 

belly is dirty white and pink.

STARLING
I have dark feathers that are 

speckled in the winter. I make 

funny chuckling and whistling 

noises, and waddle when I walk. 

CHAFFINCH
I’m a colourful little bird. 

Look out for two white bars 

across my wings and white 

sides to my tail.

CARRION CROW
I’m a big bird that’s all black 

with a biggish beak and strong 

legs. I hop along and make a 

loud ‘kraa kraa kraa’ noise.

BLACKBIRD
Males are black with a yellow 

beak and females are brown. 

We like eating insects, worms 

and berries.

ROBIN
I have an orangey-red face and 

chest and a brown back. Male 

and females look alike. I love 

singing all year round. 

MAGPIE
I’m a big, noisy black and white 

bird with a long tail that has a 

green gloss on it. Listen out for 

my loud chattering noises.

WREN
I’m one of the smallest garden 

birds – although I’ve got a big 

voice! You might spot me with 

my tail held in the air.

BLUE TIT
I have a bright blue head and 

wings and a yellow breast. 

Look out for the black stripe 

by my eyes.

GREAT TIT
I’m larger than a blue tit and 

have a glossy black head, 

white cheeks and a black 

stripe down my front.

GREATER
SPOTTED WOODPECKER

I’m usually found clinging to 

tree trunks and branches. You 

can spot me by the bright red 

patches on my head and belly.

5 points

5 points

5 points

10 points

5 points

10 points

5 points

10 points

10 points

15 points

10 points

15 points

15 points

15 points

15 points

birdsKnow 
your

Look out for
 these birds. Add 

a TICK sticker 
when you’ve 
spotted one!
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Well done, keep 
on looking!

You know your 
wild birds!

Wild birds love 
your garden!

5-15 

20-50 

55-150 

Total  
up your 
points!

How did you do?

GREENFINCH
Watch for a bright fl ash of 

green and yellow as I fl y past. 

Sometimes I squabble with 

other birds on the bird table!
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GOLDFINCH
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face and yellow wing patches. 

My long pointed beak lets me 

get to tricky-to-reach seeds.
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15 points
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Well done, keep 
on looking!

You know your 
wild birds!

Wild birds love 
your garden!
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Total  
up your 
points!

How did you do?

GREENFINCH
Watch for a bright fl ash of 

green and yellow as I fl y past. 
green and yellow as I fl y past. 

Sometimes I squabble with 

other birds on the bird table!
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Stick the counter stickers from your sticker sheet to a piece of thin card, then cut them out and use them to 
play the game. 

Lots of great 
places to hide 
in this garden. 
Go forwards 4 

spaces.

Oh no – the bird 
bath is frozen 

over! Go back 2 
spaces.

If this bird
matches your 

counter, you’ve 
found a mate!
Throw again.

You found your 
favourite type of 

food! Go forwards  
3 spaces.

Oof – you just 
fl ew straight into 
a window! Miss 
a turn while you 

recover. Yikes – cheeky 
squirrels have 

pinched your food! 
Go back 4 spaces.

If this bird
matches your 

counter, you’ve 
found a mate!
Throw again.

Lots of delicious 
things to eat in this 
part of the garden. 
Zoom forwards 4 

spaces.

If this bird
matches your 

counter, you’ve 
found a mate!
Throw again.

Chased by 
a cat! Go 
back to 6.

If this bird
matches your 

counter, you’ve 
found a mate!
Throw again.

You can relax – 
this bird table is 
safe from cats. 
Throw again.

Nothing to eat in 
this part of the 

garden. Go back 2 
spaces.

If you pass or land 
on this square, roll 

a 6 to fi nish and 
win the game!

Star t

the

Start here, and 
take it in turns 
to roll a die.

Grab some friends, and play 
this game that will give you a 

bird’s-eye view of your garden!
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Finish

You found a way 
through the bushes! 
Go forwards to 21.

Round
 garden

HELP
You can buy squirrel-

proof birdfeeders so 

that birds don’t miss 

out on food.

HOW TO

Working together to give nature a home

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: 

England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 
rspb.org.uk/makeahomeforwildlife

For more great wildlife activities
you can do at home, go to

Pesticides kill
the insects that

birds eat – bin them 
to help birds!

HOW TO
HELP

Cats can’t climb up 
metal poles, so they’re 

the best choice for 
bird tables.

HOW TO
HELP

Keeping an area of 
your garden wild is 

good for birds – and 
all wildlife!

HOW TO
HELP

Prickly bushes give birds somewhere to hide from predators.

HOW TO

A ping-pong ball in 
your bird bath will stop 

it freezing over
in winter.

HOW TO
HELP

If birds are flying into 
a window, hang up an 
old CD so birds can 

see it. 

HOW TO

HELP

Help a range of birds 
by putting out lots of 

different types
of food.

HOW TO

WILD BIRD WORKSHOP
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BOOK ONLINE  
petsathome.com/workshops 

Birds are 
brilliant!

WILD BIRD WORKSHOP

Working together to give nature a home

Working together to give nature a home

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 

WILD BIRD WORKSHOP

HOUSE SPARROW
I am quite small and a streaky 

brown colour. Males have 

a grey head and black chin, 

females are a bit plainer.

WOODPIGEON
The largest and most common 

pigeon, I’m mainly grey with 

white bits on my neck and 

wings. I make a cooing noise.

GOLDFINCH
Look out for my bright red 

face and yellow wing patches. 

My long pointed beak lets me 

get to tricky-to-reach seeds.

LONG-TAILED TIT
My tail is longer than my body 

and I have a tiny black beak. 

My head is whiteish and my 

belly is dirty white and pink.

STARLING
I have dark feathers that are 

speckled in the winter. I make 

funny chuckling and whistling 

noises, and waddle when I walk. 

CHAFFINCH
I’m a colourful little bird. 

Look out for two white bars 

across my wings and white 

sides to my tail.

CARRION CROW
I’m a big bird that’s all black 

with a biggish beak and strong 

legs. I hop along and make a 

loud ‘kraa kraa kraa’ noise.

BLACKBIRD
Males are black with a yellow 

beak and females are brown. 

We like eating insects, worms 

and berries.

ROBIN
I have an orangey-red face and 

chest and a brown back. Male 

and females look alike. I love 

singing all year round. 

MAGPIE
I’m a big, noisy black and white 

bird with a long tail that has a 

green gloss on it. Listen out for 

my loud chattering noises.

WREN
I’m one of the smallest garden 

birds – although I’ve got a big 

voice! You might spot me with 

my tail held in the air.

BLUE TIT
I have a bright blue head and 

wings and a yellow breast. 

Look out for the black stripe 

by my eyes.

GREAT TIT
I’m larger than a blue tit and 

have a glossy black head, 

white cheeks and a black 

stripe down my front.

GREATER
SPOTTED WOODPECKER

I’m usually found clinging to 

tree trunks and branches. You 

can spot me by the bright red 

patches on my head and belly.
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 these birds. Add 

a TICK sticker 
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Well done, keep 
on looking!

You know your 
wild birds!

Wild birds love 
your garden!

5-15 

20-50 

55-150 

Total  
up your 
points!

How did you do?

GREENFINCH
Watch for a bright fl ash of 

green and yellow as I fl y past. 

Sometimes I squabble with 

other birds on the bird table!
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face and yellow wing patches. 

My long pointed beak lets me 

get to tricky-to-reach seeds.
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I’m usually found clinging to 
I’m usually found clinging to 
I’m usually found clinging to 
I’m usually found clinging to 

tree trunks and branches. You 

can spot me by the bright red 

patches on my head and belly.

15 points

15 points

15 points

Well done, keep 
on looking!

You know your 
wild birds!

Wild birds love 
your garden!

5-15 

20-50 

55-150 

Total  
up your 
points!

How did you do?

GREENFINCH
Watch for a bright fl ash of 

green and yellow as I fl y past. 
green and yellow as I fl y past. 

Sometimes I squabble with 

other birds on the bird table!
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START

Stick the counter stickers from your sticker sheet to a piece of thin card, then cut them out and use them to 
play the game. 

Lots of great 
places to hide 
in this garden. 
Go forwards 4 

spaces.

Oh no – the bird 
bath is frozen 

over! Go back 2 
spaces.

If this bird
matches your 

counter, you’ve 
found a mate!
Throw again.

You found your 
favourite type of 

food! Go forwards  
3 spaces.

Oof – you just 
fl ew straight into 
a window! Miss 
a turn while you 

recover. Yikes – cheeky 
squirrels have 

pinched your food! 
Go back 4 spaces.

If this bird
matches your 

counter, you’ve 
found a mate!
Throw again.

Lots of delicious 
things to eat in this 
part of the garden. 
Zoom forwards 4 

spaces.

If this bird
matches your 

counter, you’ve 
found a mate!
Throw again.

Chased by 
a cat! Go 
back to 6.

If this bird
matches your 

counter, you’ve 
found a mate!
Throw again.

You can relax – 
this bird table is 
safe from cats. 
Throw again.

Nothing to eat in 
this part of the 

garden. Go back 2 
spaces.

If you pass or land 
on this square, roll 

a 6 to fi nish and 
win the game!

Star t

the

Start here, and 
take it in turns 
to roll a die.

Grab some friends, and play 
this game that will give you a 

bird’s-eye view of your garden!
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Finish

You found a way 
through the bushes! 
Go forwards to 21.

Round
 garden

HELP
You can buy squirrel-

proof birdfeeders so 

that birds don’t miss 

out on food.

HOW TO

Working together to give nature a home

The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a registered charity: 

England & Wales no. 207076, Scotland no. SC037654 
rspb.org.uk/makeahomeforwildlife

For more great wildlife activities
you can do at home, go to

Pesticides kill
the insects that

birds eat – bin them 
to help birds!

HOW TO
HELP

Cats can’t climb up 
metal poles, so they’re 

the best choice for 
bird tables.

HOW TO
HELP

Keeping an area of 
your garden wild is 

good for birds – and 
all wildlife!

HOW TO
HELP

Prickly bushes give birds somewhere to hide from predators.

HOW TO

A ping-pong ball in 
your bird bath will stop 

it freezing over
in winter.

HOW TO
HELP

If birds are flying into 
a window, hang up an 
old CD so birds can 

see it. 

HOW TO

HELP

Help a range of birds 
by putting out lots of 

different types
of food.

HOW TO

WILD BIRD WORKSHOP
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  How’s the Early Man journey been so far?
It’s been wonderful! I’ve had the best ti me and have 
learned a lot through this very diff erent process. I’d 
love to do more. 

  And tell us about your character, Goona.
We love her, by the way!
Goona doesn’t have a lot of pati ence for the tribe 
when she fi rst comes in and decides to help them 
on their quest to win a football match. But, over 
the course of the movie, we see her grow more 
of a heart and she becomes more sensiti ve to the 
cavemen. She goes on a nice litt le journey. She kind 
of warms up towards the end, but sti ll looks straight-
talking and kind of mean!

  Do you relate to Goona much?
I’m not very pati ent, either, which isn’t the best 
quality. But, I think over the course of making the 
fi lm, I’ve grown a bit of a heart, too! 

  Goona has a Scandinavian accent, so how 
did you fi nd that? 
Yes, good. I just watched a load of YouTube videos! 

  Goona’s a proper heroine! Who were your 
heroes when you were our readers’ age?
People like Christi na Aguilera. Ha ha! But then I grew 
up and liked people for more than just making crazy 
music videos. I don’t really know, though… probably 
just my mum! 

  Tough questi on ti me – Wallace 
& Gromit, Shaun The Sheep or 
Chicken Run?
Chicken Run! I’ve always loved Chicken Run 
– that whole secti on when they’re in the pie 
machine is just incredible. I always thought 
it looked so tasty, but also really scary! I’ve 
watched it so many ti mes, it’s ridiculous. 

A-MAISIE-ING!

Maisie with a model of her character, Goona

FIRST NEWS caught up with Briti sh acti ng sensati on Maisie Williams to talk about her new role in 
Aardman Animati ons’ prehistoric producti on, Early Man (Aardman are the dudes behind Wallace 
& Gromit, so they’re kind of a big deal). The fi lm tells the story of caveman Dug and his best friend 
Hognob, as they try to save their home by uniti ng their tribe against the mighty Lord Nooth and his 
Bronze Age City. Maisie told us more about her character, the spirited young Goona.

Maisie absolutely owns the selfi e game with co-stars Eddie Redmayne 
(left ) and the fi lm’s director, Nick Park, at Aardman’s studios in Bristol

Dug the caveman and his besti e, Hognob

  Eddie Redmayne (Fantasti c Beasts) and Tom 
Hiddleston (Avengers and Thor series) also star 
in this fi lm. What was it like to work with them?
It was wonderful! I got to do one recording session 
with Eddie, which was really, really helpful because 
he was so confi dent – he just completely went for it. 
That brought me out of my shell a bit when I was in the 
studio, and encouraged me to stop being so nervous 
about everything. I didn’t actually get to work with Tom 
at all, but I’ve done loads of press (interviews) with him 
and it’s been wonderful. It’s a great cast! 

  We hear you were a massive 
Aardman fan before joining this fi lm.
Absolutely – to death! I’ve been a huge 
Aardman fan forever, ever since I was teeny-
ti ny! I used to make litt le plasti cine models 
when I was younger because of the Aardman 
fi lms. I’m a very big fan, so it’s kind of surreal 
being part of one of their movies now. 

WATCH!

UNBOXING ALERT! First News gave Maisie 
a very special present to open live on camera!
Watch the video at fi rst.news/maisie

fi rst.news/kids

EARLY MAN IS IN CINEMAS FRIDAY 26 JANUARY 
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COCO LOCO!
DO you want the inside scoop on the animated adventure Coco, Pixar’s mega new movie? Adam Tanswell 

chatt ed to the fi lm’s creators to fi nd out how the project was brought to the big screen. 

Catch Coco in cinemas now!

STORY TIME
Pixar’s latest movie follows the adventures of a boy called Miguel and his 

music-hati ng family. The 12-year-old lives in the Mexican village of Santa 
Cecilia and he dreams of becoming a musician, just like his idol, Ernesto de 
la Cruz. Unfortunately, Miguel’s family disapprove and have banned music 
in their home for generati ons. Eek!
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DREAM BIG
“Coco is about a 12-year-old boy with big dreams,” explains the movie’s 

director, Lee Unkrich. “It’s about a hardworking family with great traditi ons 
and a lot of love. But what’s so cool about Coco is the fact that the boy could 
be my son. That family could live next door. The sweet, bossy grandmother 
might be your grandma. There’s something familiar to us all in this story. That’s 
what makes it so special!”

PITCH PERFECT
The movie’s story takes place during a Mexican holiday called the Day Of The 

Dead. “I’ve always thought it would be a great place to create a story,” admits 
Unkrich. “Back in September 2011, I pitched the story idea. Within a couple of 
weeks, we were on a plane heading down to Mexico to start our research!”

TOP TEAM
A talented team of actors 

voice the iconic characters in 
Coco. “Anthony Gonzalez is the 
name of the young actor who 
voices Miguel in the movie,” 
explains Unkrich. “Anthony was 
an amazing fi nd! We also have 
actors including Gael García 
Bernal and Benjamin Bratt , who 
voice characters named Héctor 
and Ernesto de la Cruz in the 
story. It’s a fantasti c team.” 
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MUSICAL MAGIC
Whenever you see a character playing the guitar in Coco, take a close look 

at their fi ngers: all of the string strumming is technically accurate! In order to 
research the guitar-playing anti cs, the creati ve team fi lmed musicians playing 
each song and strapped cameras to their instruments to give animators 
reference footage. 

DOGGY DELIGHTS
Dante is the name of 

Miguel’s loyal canine 
companion in the movie. 
The pet pooch is based 
on a breed of dog called 
Xolo, which is short for 
Xoloitzcuintli. He’s almost 
hairless and has tons of 
missing teeth, which is 
why his tongue hangs 
out all the ti me!

PAVE THE WAY
Keep your peepers peeled for hidden skeleton references in the movie! The 

fi lm-makers added bone shapes to lots of diff erent designs in the backgrounds 
and buildings to honour the Day Of The Dead. This includes bone-shaped 
paving stones in the cobbled streets of Santa Cecilia. “I’ve watched the movie 
several ti mes, but I keep spotti  ng new bone references,” giggles Coco producer, 
Darla K Anderson.
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Check out the trailer for Coco on 
First News Live! at fi rst.news/coco fi rst.news/kids
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Check out the trailer for Coco on 
First News Live! at fi rst.news/coco fi rst.news/kids
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THIS WEEK

2 Ant and Dec have been nominated for the Best TV 
Presenter award at the Nati onal TV Awards, which 

they’ve won 16 ti mes in a row! The show will be broadcast 
on ITV on 23 January. 

3 Blue Peter has been named the best children’s 
television programme of all ti me. A panel of experts 

voted for the show in a magazine called Radio Times. Blue 
Peter is the world’s longest-running kids’ TV show and will 
celebrate its 60th anniversary later this year.

4 Ed Sheeran stars in Taylor Swift ’s new music video. 
The singer stars in the video for End Game, which 

was shot in Miami, Tokyo and London. 

PIC OF THE WEEK
WOW! Look at this cool move 
carried out by a Spider performer 
in the dress rehearsal for OVO by 
Cirque du Soleil, which opened at the
Royal Albert Hall in London this month. 

1 WWE Superstar John Cena is set
to host the 2018 Kids’ Choice

Awards. The awards ceremony
will air in the UK on Sunday 25
March at 10.30am and will
feature a whole host of stars,
with plenty of them 
set to get gunged!
This will be John’s 
second ti me hosti ng 
the fun awards show. 
He will also be 
voicing a villain, 
Baron Draxum, in 
the new animated
series, Rise Of The Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. 

HARRY Pott er fans are 
in for a treat, as a huge 
conventi on all about the 
famous series is set to take 
place in Manchester later 
this year.

DiagCon: A Pott er Fan 
Conventi on takes place in July 
at The Printworks in Manchester. 

There’ll be a Diagon-themed 
Market Street with traders, Q&A 
panels with cast and crew from 
the fi lms, props, and even Harry 
Pott er-themed food and drinks. 
Sounds magical to us! 

MAGIC DAY OUT

PHIL & HOLLYFive 
minutes 

with 

THE Dancing On Ice presenters tell us 
what it’s like to be back on the ice.

  How excited are you both feeling 
to be back?
Holly: There have been rumours the show 
was coming back for a couple of years. 
I was asked if I’d be interested if it were and, 
obviously, it was that bite-your-hand-off  kind 
of thing! Now it is, everyone does feel it is the 
right ti me to bring it back.
Phillip: It defi nitely needed a break. We had 
broken most of the people who would have 
done it! We had to hatch some more celebriti es 
to break, because it is so hard. But it is not a 
case of bringing it back – it is a reboot. The 
team we have is brilliant and it is a whole new 
show. Yes, it has ice in the centre of it and there 
is a competi ti on, but it looks and feels diff erent. 
There is a new studio, Jayne and Chris are on 
the panel and that frees up our professional 
dancers to choreograph. They choreograph 
the routi nes; they work on ensemble stuff , 
which you never saw before. Jayne and Chris 
always did the skati ng and the pros were the 
supporti ng cast. But now they are the stars of 
the show and that’s exciti ng.

  Jason can be very honest, can’t he?
Phillip: Occasionally he needs to turn the hit 
butt on off , but I love it. When people boo and 
he says something and everyone goes: “OMG”, 
it just makes me laugh.
Holly: People know what Jason is like now. If 
it was me and he was criti quing me, I would 
be disappointed if he didn’t say something like 
that! You want him to do a Jason on you!
Phillip: It’s like Craig Revel Horwood, Paul 
Hollywood, Simon Cowell… there is always 

someone. I know they will want to impress 
Jayne and Chris but, with Jason, they always 
look to him to see what he is going to say. If 
he says something nice, you see their shoulders 
relax a bit. They want to impress them.

  Are you envious of the celebriti es 
taking part?
Phillip: I am envious when they are really good. 
But I am not envious of the hours and hours they 
put into it, falling over, and that freezing cold 
moment when you are face down on the ice rink.
Holly: I remember the last ti me we did the 
show and the ice rinks had an unprecedented 
(never before) number of people coming in to 
join. It had this eff ect where people wanted 
to ice skate, and that can only be a good thing.
Phillip: I went into an ice rink. The woman said 
“OMG! Because of you, we have sold out of 
everything.” And I said: “That’s a bad thing?!”

  Finally, who has been your favourite 
ever contestant?
Holly: I loved Ray Quinn. He was so amazing and 
a great skater. I kept thinking: “You could have 
done this. Skati ng could have been your thing.”
Phillip: For me, it was Suzanne Shaw. She was 
a beauti ful skater.

Dancing On Ice, Saturdays at 6pm on ITV.
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G� O� A� A�VEN�U�E WIT�
K�the�i�e R�Nde�l
When their plane crashes, four children are stranded 

in the Amazon jungle. Now they have to survive alone. 
But was someone there before them? 

Win a Go Ape adventure experience! 
To enter, draw a picture of yourself as an explorer in the Amazon jungle.
Email your picture to childrensmarketing@bloomsbury.com with ‘The Explorer First News competition’ in the subject line, or post to:

The Explorer First News Competition, Children’s Marketing Department, Bloomsbury Publishing, 50 Bedford Square, London WC1B 3DP.
Don’t forget to include your name, age and parent/guardian contact details. Deadline for entries is 10th February 2018. Good luck! 

Terms and conditions here: bit.ly/TheExplorerFirstNewsDrawingComp

But was someone there before them? 

Win a Go Ape adventure experience! 

But was someone there before them? 

‘Utterly splendid … 
Katherine 

Rundell is now 
unarguably in 
the first rank’

P�i�ip P�l�m�n

‘The Explorer is 
the best Amazon 
adventure since 
Journey to the 

River Sea’ 
L�u�e� S� J�h�

To enter, draw a picture of yourself as an explorer in the Amazon jungle.
Email your picture to childrensmarketing@bloomsbury.com with ‘The Explorer First News competition’ in the subject line, or post to:

Teachers! 
Download the 

teachers’ notes for 
The Explorer at

bit.ly/TheExplorerTeachersNotes

Explorer First News ad.indd   1 15/01/2018   12:23
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WHITE vans can get prett y dirty, but one man has come up with 
a genius way to make them look cool, too! 

Gas engineer James Gibson from Essex has put his arty skills to the test, 
creati ng amazing pictures out of dirt!

The engineer oft en uses the vans for work but manages to spare a few 
hours from his day to reproduce fun images on them, such as the amazing 
one pictured. As well as tackling Star Wars, James has also drawn boxer 
Anthony Joshua and grime arti st Stormzy. 

Some people have been so impressed by the images that they’re calling 
James the Banksy of the van world!

FROM DIRTY 
TO ARTY!

WOW!

TELL ME 
MORE

THE exhibiti on is being run by the 
Big Bang Fair from 24-27 January in 

Birmingham. Check out more at 
www.thebigbangfair.co.uk.

FUN PIC 
OF THE 

WEEK! 

THIS latt e art sure did warm 
us up this week!

The tasty bear designs 
were created by 2018 Latt e 
Art Championship fi nalist and 
leading ‘Bearista’, Ben Lewis. He 
whipped up the coff ee creatures 
to celebrate the return of We Bare 
Bears on Cartoon Network. They 
are just too cute to drink! 

INVISIBLE 
PHOTOS
THE world’s fi rst invisible 
photography exhibiti on is 
coming to the UK.

The exhibiti on will feature a series of 
images which cannot be seen by the 
naked eye. Instead, visitors will have 
to use microscopes to view them.

The images have been printed with 
nanotechnology using ‘quantum dots’ 
and are the width of a fi ne pen nib – 
that’s teeny-ti ny!

The pictures show all sorts of 
diff erent things relati ng to science, 
technology, engineering and 
mathemati cs (STEM).

Thanks to First News readers, Sam and Archie. 
Share your jokes with us at newsdesk@fi rstnews.co.uk

Q: What do you call a cow 
that plays the guitar?

A: A moo-sician!

Q: What do you serve but not eat?
A:  A tennis ball!

LONGEST EYELASH 
THE longest eyelash measures 
12.40cm (4.88in) long and has grown 

on You Jianxia’s (China) 
left  upper lid. The 
eyelash was measured 
in Changzhou, Jiangsu, 
China, on 28 June 2016.

For info on this record and hundreds 
more, go to guinnessworldrecords.com
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One of the pictures 
from the exhibiti on

RECORD OF THE WEEKQUICK CHUCKLES
What do you serve but not eat?

Q:

Q: What do you serve but not eat?
A:  A tennis ball! A tennis ball!

QUICK CHUCKLES

HA! HA!

Writt en and illustrated by Paul Palmer
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NICK OAKLEY 
Physiotherapist
IN our series of online fi lms, you’ll see 
lots of diff erent people doing lots of 
diff erent jobs – and maybe your dream 
career will be in there somewhere! 
When Manchester City’s players get 
injured, it’s the physios who help to get 
them back on their feet, so our latest 
fi lm focuses on their amazing work. 

  What I do
I am lead physio for Manchester City’s under-18s team.

  How I got my job 
I was already working in football when I saw the role 
adverti sed and it sounded great. I spent a lot of ti me 
researching the role, the academy and preparing for 
the interview process. It was thorough and intensive, 
and I was absolutely delighted to be successful.  

  What I love about my job 
Guiding a young player through the injury 
process and back onto the pitch to a high level 
of performance is where I probably get the 
most sati sfacti on out of my role. As a sports 
physiotherapist, it is about creati ng an environment 

that opti mises the healing process but also using the 
period away from training as an opportunity to 
develop other areas of their game; for example, 
physical att ributes or tacti cal awareness.

  What is diffi  cult about my job
The most diffi  cult aspect is the extended periods 
away from family. I have developed strong working 
relati onships with my team-mates at Manchester City 
and this makes the ti me away from home so much 
easier. They are all like an extended family.

  What skills I need
I feel you need to have strong communicati on and 
interpersonal skills, and also an ability to adapt your 
style to deal with diff erent ages of players. You need 
to be organised, ti me-effi  cient, and have the ability to 
adapt, as you may have to manage several injuries at 
the same ti me. I always think the best 

physiotherapists are the 
ones who connect with 
their pati ents, so having 
strong skills in managing 
people is important.

  Where young people 
should start if they want to do the job, too
To practi se as a physiotherapist, you need to 
study at university for three years in order to 
gain the necessary qualifi cati ons. I’d also say it 
helps to gain a bit of work experience before 
applying for jobs, to ensure you have some 

practi cal experience under your belt. 

  How do you think your job could change 
in the future?
Technology will conti nue to advance and I’d imagine 
there will be more advanced apps and soft ware that 
will be designed to make our jobs much easier and 
more effi  cient.

Our reporter went into the treatment rooms at 
Manchester City’s training ground to talk to one 
of their physios and fi nd out more about the vital 
work that they do. All you need to do is go to 
fi rst.news/cityphysio to see it!

live.fi rstnews.co.uk

First Careers Sponsored feature

In associati on with

Manchester City FC Badge
White badge

What’s diff erent from when I was growing up is that most young people will now 
have a mobile phone and will probably go online regularly.

The internet is an exciti ng place to stay in touch with friends and learn about the 
world. But being online isn’t always a positi ve experience. 

I work with many anti -bullying chariti es and have heard stories about cyberbullying, 
so I know how cruel that can be. 

I also want to make sure young people know how to stay safe online – something 
I know that First News has talked about a lot.

That’s why we have changed the law so that all primary schools will have to 
teach children about relati onships and all secondary schools have to teach about 
relati onships and sex educati on. We want to make sure schools give young people 
the right informati on to help them make decisions about issues aff ecti ng your lives. 

As part of that, we want to hear from as many people as possible about the issues 
they think ought to be taught in these subjects. That will help us make sure these 
lessons are as useful as possible, and are suitable for children and young people of 
school age. 

We know that online bullying is a big issue. In 2016, Childline reported an 88% 
increase in children seeking help for online bullying over the previous fi ve years. 
Bullying of any kind can make people feel very sad and lonely, and it can aff ect 
their self-confi dence. 

It’s important we all help to stamp it out, so we are keen to hear from First News 

readers about how we can use these classes to teach respect and acceptance of 
one another.

We also want to know what informati on young people need to know about staying 
safe online, so that the internet conti nues to be a fun, exciti ng place. 

It can be diffi  cult to talk about these issues but it’s important that everyone knows 
how they should be treated and how to treat each other – both online and in the real 
world – so that we have happy, healthy relati onships.

GROWING up is an exciti ng ti me but it can someti mes be diffi  cult. 
You can feel pressure to look a certain way, you can have arguments 
with your friends and you can worry about homework. 

WE HAVE CHANGED THE LAW

Tell the Government what 
you think should be taught 
at fi rst.news/newlesson

live.fi rstnews.co.uk

by Government educati on minister,
Nick Gibb
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First Careers Sponsored feature

In associati on with

Manchester City FC Badge
White badge

What’s diff erent from when I was growing up is that most young people will now 
have a mobile phone and will probably go online regularly.

The internet is an exciti ng place to stay in touch with friends and learn about the 
world. But being online isn’t always a positi ve experience. 

I work with many anti -bullying chariti es and have heard stories about cyberbullying, 
so I know how cruel that can be. 

I also want to make sure young people know how to stay safe online – something 
I know that First News has talked about a lot.

That’s why we have changed the law so that all primary schools will have to 
teach children about relati onships and all secondary schools have to teach about 
relati onships and sex educati on. We want to make sure schools give young people 
the right informati on to help them make decisions about issues aff ecti ng your lives. 

As part of that, we want to hear from as many people as possible about the issues 
they think ought to be taught in these subjects. That will help us make sure these 
lessons are as useful as possible, and are suitable for children and young people of 
school age. 

We know that online bullying is a big issue. In 2016, Childline reported an 88% 
increase in children seeking help for online bullying over the previous fi ve years. 
Bullying of any kind can make people feel very sad and lonely, and it can aff ect 
their self-confi dence. 

It’s important we all help to stamp it out, so we are keen to hear from First News 

readers about how we can use these classes to teach respect and acceptance of 
one another.

We also want to know what informati on young people need to know about staying 
safe online, so that the internet conti nues to be a fun, exciti ng place. 

It can be diffi  cult to talk about these issues but it’s important that everyone knows 
how they should be treated and how to treat each other – both online and in the real 
world – so that we have happy, healthy relati onships.

GROWING up is an exciti ng ti me but it can someti mes be diffi  cult. 
You can feel pressure to look a certain way, you can have arguments 
with your friends and you can worry about homework. 

WE HAVE CHANGED THE LAW

Tell the Government what 
you think should be taught 
at fi rst.news/newlesson

live.fi rstnews.co.uk

by Government educati on minister,
Nick Gibb
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SUPER MARIO BROS 
“BUILD A LEVEL” MUG
IWANTONEOFTHOSE.
COM £6.99

Change the course of your gaming desti ny with 
this amazing Super Mario mug! Completely 
customisable, this mug features an old-school 
game background and loads of cool sti ckers to 
create your own
version of the 
classic game 
by adding 
coins,
mushrooms,
Mario and
much more. 

SEGA MASTER SYSTEM 
LCD HAND-HELD 
CONSOLE 
AMAZON.CO.UK £29.98
This retro console comes loaded with 30 
SEGA Game Gear and Master System games, 
including classic Sonic favourites. The hand-held 
system is fully portable and has a sharp LCD 
screen and built-in speakers. Gamers will be 
delighted to know that this fab litt le console 
can also be connected directly to your TV.

Celebrate the classic arcade characters Blinky, 
Pinky, Inky and Clyde with this fun
Pac-Man ghost light. These
retro ghosts have two
diff erent lighti ng
modes so you
can either fade
smoothly
through
16 diff erent
colours or
franti cally
fl icker to the
beat of your
favourite tune.

PAC-MAN GHOST LIGHT
ARGOS £12.99

What’s in the shops?

  Managing Editor: 

delighted to know that this fab litt le console 
can also be connected directly to your TV.

Pac-Man ghost light. These
retro ghosts have two
diff erent lighti ng

favourite tune.

customisable, this mug features an old-school 
game background and loads of cool sti ckers to 
create your own
version of the 
classic game 

mushrooms,
Mario and
much more. 

SWITCHING THINGS UP!
THE Nintendo Switch’s fi rst year was an incredible one, and people just can’t wait to see what’s next for the portable console.

In fact, when Nintendo teased a Nintendo Direct (a short video revealing upcoming games and news) last week, social media went CRAZY! The company posted 
an image of character Chibi-Robo on fi re on their Twitt er account, which sent fans into a frenzy. Prett y soon, other games companies got involved, too, posti ng their 
own fl aming characters. Fortunately for fans, it wasn’t all hot air, as some new Switch games were announced the next day!

 19 – 25 January 2018 

A remake of the classic Nintendo 
DS game, The World Ends with 
You, is a stylish acti on-RPG, famous 
for being set in Tokyo’s Shibuya 
shopping district. Originally 
released in 2007 to incredible 
reviews, the remake will feature 
a “sizeable” new story and a new 
control system for the Switch.

THE WORLD ENDS 
WITH YOU (12)

MARIO TENNIS ACES
The fi rst Mario sports game for the Switch, Mario 
Tennis Aces will feature a story mode – the fi rst 
Mario Tennis game with one in years! We can’t 
wait to take on some Mario bosses in the court 
later this year, and see Mario pitt ed against 
a range of characters in intense batt les. 

DONKEY KONG 
COUNTRY: TROPICAL 
FREEZE
Another Wii 
U game that’s 
getti  ng a 
second release 
on Switch, Donkey Kong Country: 
Tropical Freeze is swinging onto 
Switch in May. The Switch release 
will introduce the extremely cool 
Funky Kong as a playable character.

SUPER MARIO ODYSSEY 
UPDATE
Our 2017 Game Of The 
Year, Super Mario Odyssey, 
is getti  ng an update in 
February that brings even more to the already 
jam-packed game. Mario’s brother, Luigi, will 
open up access to a competi ti ve Balloon World 
mode, where you can hide balloons for other 
players to fi nd, or search for balloons hidden 
by other players across the diff erent lands in 
the game. Plus, there are new costumes!

FE
A 
gorgeous 
adventure 
game in which you play as 
a very cute cub, Fe comes 
to the Switch this February. 
Explore the colourful world 
around you and interact 
with the creatures of the 
forest in this game that’s 
meant for nature-lovers.
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WORD WHEEL
SEE how many words of three or more lett ers you can make, using the middle 

lett er in each one. And can you fi nd the word that uses all the lett ers?

C
R

N
GN

H

U
I

C word 
ladder
SEE if you can get from the
top of the ladder to the bott om 
by changing one lett er at a
ti me to make a new word.

CAN you complete our sudoku and fi ll in the numbers one 
to nine? Send in your answers and one lucky winner will 
win a Lexicon-Go! game. Lexicon-Go! is a super-fast word 
game. Race against other players to get rid of all your 
playing card ti les by creati ng words, swapping lett ers and 
even adding your ti les onto other players’ words. The game 
comes in a cool portable bag, which makes it the perfect 
game for on the go!     www.winningmoves.co.uk

WIN! LEXICON-GO! GAME

7 5
4 6 2 3 7

5 7 4 3 1
5 1 8

4 3 6 7
4 7 2

3 9 5 4 7
1 4 3 9 8
9 6

CAN you complete our prize crossword? Send in your answers and 
four lucky winners will each win a Soft  ’n Slow Squishies Animal 
Pals Ultra. Soft  ’n Slow Squishies are the awesome new craze! 
Squish ’n squash them, then watch them transform as they rise 
again! There are lots of super cute Animal Pals to collect in the 
Ultra collecti on, including Floppy Bunny, Husky Pup, Pumpkin Kitt y, 
Posh Penguin and many more!     www.character-online.com

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10

11

12 13 14

15

16 17

18

Across
1 - Enjoyment and interest in something (10)

5 - Strength; might (5)

7 - Foe; opposing military force (5)

9 - Immature insects such as caterpillars (6)

10 - Correct or change something (4)

12 - Martial art (4)

13 - Caress (6)

16 - Person who shows you around a place (5)

17 - Freshwater mammal with brown fur (5)

18 - Product that helps plants grow (10)

Down
1 - Remove from school (5)

2 - Turmoil; chaos (6)

3 - Time (anag) (4)

4 - A fast vehicle which travels on water (9)

6 - Spanning the whole globe (9)

8 - Until now (3)

11 - Casual walk (6)

12 - Container for liquids (3)

14 - Mistake (5)

15 - Eg lamb or beef (4)

WIN! SOFT ’N SLOW SQUISHIES
 you complete our prize crossword? Send in your answers and 

Ultra collecti on, including Floppy Bunny, Husky Pup, Pumpkin Kitt y, 

SOFT ’N SLOW SQUISHIES

ACROSS
1 Enjoyment and interest in 
something (10)
5 Strength; might (5)
7 Foe; opposing military force (5)
9 Immature insects such as 
caterpillars (6)
10 Correct or change something (4)
12 Marti al art (4)
13 Caress (6)
16 Person who shows you around 
a place (5)
17 Freshwater mammal with
brown fur (5)
18 Product that helps plants
grow (10)

DOWN
1 Remove from school (5)
2 Turmoil; chaos (6)
3 Time (anag) (4)
4 A fast vehicle that travels 
on water (9)
6 Spanning the whole globe (9)
8 Unti l now (3)
11 Casual walk (6)
12 Container for
liquids (3)
14 Mistake (5)
15 E.g. lamb 
or beef (4)

RING

TEXT

 Unti l now (3)
 Casual walk (6)
 Container for

 Mistake (5)

RING

Send your fi nished puzzles to Puzzles 605, First News, First Floor, 58 Southwark Bridge Road, 
London, SE1 0AS. The closing date for puzzle entries is Thursday 25 January 2018.

HOW TO
ENTER:23. puzzle time

A

CAN you spot the fi ve changes we’ve made to this picture from The Jungle Bunch? Maurice may look like a penguin but he’s a real ti ger inside!
Raised by a ti gress, he’s the clumsiest kung fu master ever. Along with his friends, the Jungle Bunch, he intends to maintain order and justi ce in
the jungle, as his mother did before him. But, Igor, an evil koala, wants to destroy the jungle once and for all.
The Jungle Bunch is available on Digital now and on DVD from 22 January.

B

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
Spot the diff erence: tooth is missing, cup is 
a diff erent colour, eye is missing, fl ask has 
changed colour, patt ern on teapot (on the 
table) is diff erent. Word Wheel: animati ng. 
What on Earth?: bicycle, plane, boat, bus, 
train, motorbike. Word Ladder: feed, seed, 
sued, cued, cues, cubs.

COMPETITIONS: 
You can enter First News competi ti ons in one of two ways. 1. Go to fi rstnews.co.uk/competi ti ons and follow 
the instructi ons. 2. Write to us at ‘competi ti on name’ (e.g. Holiday), First News, First fl oor, 58 Southwark Bridge 
Road, London, SE1 0AS. Please note: First News will not share your personal details with third parti es. First 
News will only use your details to contact the competi ti on winners. First News competi ti ons are open to those 
aged 17-and-under and residents of the UK & Republic of Ireland, except employees of First News, First News 
(UK) Ltd, Trinity Mirror and any associated companies and their families. Winners will be the fi rst correct entries 
drawn aft er the closing dates. No purchase necessary. No responsibility can be accepted for entries that have 
been lost or damaged in transit. First News will not enter into any correspondence. All winners will be noti fi ed 
accordingly and their names and addresses will be available on request. No cash alternati ve for any prizes will 
be off ered. The winner may be required to partake in media acti vity relati ng to the competi ti on.

B I S C U I T G E L
A N I

H O U R V F A N G
A N E U H
N A M U S E M E N T
D E T E N
S P E E D I E S T I
T T G W N
A G E S A W I N G
N T N
D I P R E V I S E D

4 8 3 6 1 5 2 9 7
7 6 2 8 9 3 5 4 1
5 9 1 2 7 4 8 6 3
3 7 5 4 2 1 6 8 9
8 1 4 5 6 9 3 7 2
9 2 6 3 8 7 4 1 5
6 5 7 9 4 2 1 3 8
2 4 9 1 3 8 7 5 6
1 3 8 7 5 6 9 2 4

WHAT ON
EARTH?

ALL of these are items of clothing. Can you guess what they are?

A B

c D

e F

CAN you fi nd the words below in our space-themed wordsearch? 
Remember that the words can be horizontal, verti cal or diagonal.

 Alien

 Pluto 

 Moon

 Rocket

 Asteroid  

 Earth

 Mars

 Stars

 Comet

 Neptune  

 Mercury

 Universe

 Meteor 

 Satellite

 Venus

WORDSEARCH

WIN! SOFT ’N SLOW SQUISHIES WIN! THE JUNGLE BUNCH DVDs
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Send your fi nished puzzles to Puzzles 605, First News, First Floor, 58 Southwark Bridge Road, 
London, SE1 0AS. The closing date for puzzle entries is Thursday 25 January 2018.

HOW TO
ENTER:23. puzzle time

A

CAN you spot the fi ve changes we’ve made to this picture from The Jungle Bunch? Maurice may look like a penguin but he’s a real ti ger inside!
Raised by a ti gress, he’s the clumsiest kung fu master ever. Along with his friends, the Jungle Bunch, he intends to maintain order and justi ce in
the jungle, as his mother did before him. But, Igor, an evil koala, wants to destroy the jungle once and for all.
The Jungle Bunch is available on Digital now and on DVD from 22 January.

B

LAST WEEK’S ANSWERS:
Spot the diff erence: tooth is missing, cup is 
a diff erent colour, eye is missing, fl ask has 
changed colour, patt ern on teapot (on the 
table) is diff erent. Word Wheel: animati ng. 
What on Earth?: bicycle, plane, boat, bus, 
train, motorbike. Word Ladder: feed, seed, 
sued, cued, cues, cubs.

COMPETITIONS: 
You can enter First News competi ti ons in one of two ways. 1. Go to fi rstnews.co.uk/competi ti ons and follow 
the instructi ons. 2. Write to us at ‘competi ti on name’ (e.g. Holiday), First News, First fl oor, 58 Southwark Bridge 
Road, London, SE1 0AS. Please note: First News will not share your personal details with third parti es. First 
News will only use your details to contact the competi ti on winners. First News competi ti ons are open to those 
aged 17-and-under and residents of the UK & Republic of Ireland, except employees of First News, First News 
(UK) Ltd, Trinity Mirror and any associated companies and their families. Winners will be the fi rst correct entries 
drawn aft er the closing dates. No purchase necessary. No responsibility can be accepted for entries that have 
been lost or damaged in transit. First News will not enter into any correspondence. All winners will be noti fi ed 
accordingly and their names and addresses will be available on request. No cash alternati ve for any prizes will 
be off ered. The winner may be required to partake in media acti vity relati ng to the competi ti on.

B I S C U I T G E L
A N I

H O U R V F A N G
A N E U H
N A M U S E M E N T
D E T E N
S P E E D I E S T I
T T G W N
A G E S A W I N G
N T N
D I P R E V I S E D

4 8 3 6 1 5 2 9 7
7 6 2 8 9 3 5 4 1
5 9 1 2 7 4 8 6 3
3 7 5 4 2 1 6 8 9
8 1 4 5 6 9 3 7 2
9 2 6 3 8 7 4 1 5
6 5 7 9 4 2 1 3 8
2 4 9 1 3 8 7 5 6
1 3 8 7 5 6 9 2 4

WHAT ON
EARTH?

ALL of these are items of clothing. Can you guess what they are?

A B

c D

e F

CAN you fi nd the words below in our space-themed wordsearch? 
Remember that the words can be horizontal, verti cal or diagonal.

 Alien

 Pluto 

 Moon

 Rocket

 Asteroid  

 Earth

 Mars

 Stars

 Comet

 Neptune  

 Mercury

 Universe

 Meteor 

 Satellite

 Venus

WORDSEARCH

WIN! SOFT ’N SLOW SQUISHIES WIN! THE JUNGLE BUNCH DVDs
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Can you fi nd all of the words in this wordsearch?

WIN! A SIGNED SET OF 
ROSS WELFORD BOOKS!

To celebrate the new book, we’re giving away a signed set of Ross 
Welford books – Time Travelling With A Hamster, What Not To Do If You 
Turn Invisible and The 1,000 Year Old Boy. 
All you have to do to enter is answer this quick questi on:
 

What name was Alfi e Monk born with?

a) Alve Einarsson   b) Alex Einarsson   
 c) Abe Einarsson

THE 1,000 
YEAR OLD BOY 

  Alfi e
  Viking

  Biff a
  Adventure

  Longboat 
  Dickens 

  Aidan 
  Roxy 

ABOUT THE BOOK
Alfi e Monk is like any other nearly teenage boy – except he’s 1,000 years 

old and can remember the last Viking invasion of England. Obviously, no one 
believes him. So when everything Alfi e knows and loves is destroyed in a fi re, 

Alfi e needs to somehow convince his new friends Aidan Linklater and Roxy 
Minto that he’s telling the truth. Because if Alfi e’s going to survive in the 

modern world, he’s going to need his friends.

 The Vikings were experts at building 
boats, and loved sailing the seas! 

They were famed for travelling in longboats. 
 The name ‘Viking’ means ‘a pirate raid’

in Old Norse language.
 Thor and Loki are well known Viking gods.

 The Vikings liked to buy and trade goods. The value of coins 
was measured in weight so the Vikings would have trading 

scales to check everything was fair. 

FUN VIKING 
FACTS
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WHO IS ALFIE MONK?
Alfi e Monk was born Alve Einarsson in the year 

1003, and has lived in England with his Mam for 1,000 
years. His favourite author (and good friend) is Charles 
Dickens, and he has a cat called Biff a who he loves 
very much. Although the last ti me Alfi e had a friend 
was in 1934, he, Aidan and Roxy will need to trust 
each other to survive their breathtaking adventure.

JUST FOR
FUN

  
  

l
a
lSend your entry to: 

kids.marketi ng@harpercollins.co.uk
The closing date is: 28 February 2018.
Terms and conditi ons apply.
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YEAR OLD BOY
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WE WANT TO HEAR 
WHAT YOU/YOUR 
SCHOOL IS UP TO

ARE you doing something 
sponsored for charity? 
Starti ng your own school 
newspaper? Putti  ng on 
a show? Are you off  on an 
amazing holiday or did you 
have a great day out? Why 
not share your experiences 
with First News readers?
Email your report 
(including pictures) to
yournews@fi rstnews.co.uk 

Don’t forget to include your 
name and age (and your 
school’s name and address 
for school news reports). By 
writing in, you give consent to 
First News printing details and 
photographs of those involved 
in the report.

Find out more at 
schools.fi rstnews.co.uk

Call: (020) 3195 7256
Email: schools@fi rstnews.co.uk

SUBSCRIBE
FOR SCHOOL

SUPER-AMBASSADOR
by Sidonie Sundar, Penygawsi Primary School

I WAS picked to be a Super Ambassador to represent my school.
Our school has been working with 

the Children’s Commissioner’s offi  ce 
to create a scheme of work based 
on anti -bullying. The purpose of 
the Super Ambassadors scheme is 
to teach children more about their 
rights under the UNCRC (The United 
Nati ons Conventi on on the Rights of 
the Child) and to get primary school 
children involved in our work to
bring positi ve changes for children 
in Wales.

A few weeks ago, I was chosen to 
be one of three Super Ambassadors. 
When I was picked, I was so excited, 
as it was a big surprise.

We have done amazing things 
since. At our training session, we 
met a very important person: Sally 
Holland, the Children’s Commissioner 

for Wales. Sally gave us a special 
mission, which was to make an anti -
bullying display in our school.

Before we put up a display, we had 
to do an assembly on anti -bullying, to 
introduce the children to the UNCRC 
and to tell the rest of the school that 
bullying should not be allowed.

Aft er a week, our school launched 
an anti -bullying week. During the 
week, every class did some work on 
a story that was related to bullying. 
At the end of the week, we collected 
all the work and now we are working 
on displaying them.

The main thing I learned aft er 
being a Super Ambassador was that 
bullying harms many children and 
adults. It needs to be stopped and 
that message should be spread.

SCHOOL
NEWS

Sidonie with her poster

SNOWY SPECTACLE
by Tyler Clement

I WAS invited along to Slava’s Snowshow at the Southbank Centre’s 
Royal Festi val Hall in London.

Slava’s Snowshow was created by 
performance arti st Slava Polunin, 
and it introduces you to a wonderful 
dream-like world.

It is a totally mesmerising, unique, 
humorous, extravagant 
and an all-round fantasti c 
show, where the audience 
become a part of it.

The audience are sucked 
into a world of speechless 
moti on and movement, 
proving dialogue isn’t 

needed for a brilliant performance.
Performers manage to keep the 

audience on the edge of their seats, 
as well as completely off  their seats 
in some interacti ve scenes.

A cobweb literally covers the 
audience and one ti ny litt le piece 
of paper begins a heart-stopping, all-
consuming blizzard that had everyone 
on their feet, reaching out to grab a 
piece of the paper storm. 

It really was the most
amazing show!

junior
journalist

PLANE IN THE PLAYGROUND! SCHOOL
NEWS

by Alex Hughes, Bishop Henderson Primary School

OUR school had the privilege to see a Spitf ire in the playground, because Year 6 were 
studying Remembrance as their history topic.

In the morning, Class 13 was booming with excitement aft er they saw the Spitf ire in the school’s 
playground. Mrs Symes, their teacher, said that she had organised it, along with Mr Gregory, the
head teacher.

One of the children in the school said: “It was amazing and a day to remember.”
During the day, the Spitf ire was started six or seven ti mes – once every hour during the school day. 

Our headmaster even had a go at fi ring up the Spitf ire.
That day, BBC Points West came in to fi lm the Spitf ire, and the local newspaper came and took 

some photos.
Later on in the week, Year 6 (Class 13 and 14) saw themselves on the news! It was such a great day.Alex and the Spitf ire
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Words for Life
JO Simmons is the author of the Pip 
Street series and Super Loud Sam stories 
for Scholasti c. Her latest book, I Swapped 
My Brother On The Internet, is out this 
month. Here Jo tells us what storybook 
character she would be: 

To read Jo’s full interview, visit wordsforlife.org.uk/author-interviews. 
For book recommendati ons, acti viti es and games, go to wordsforlife.org.uk.

I like how strong 
and smart Hermione 
Granger is in the Harry 
Pott er stories, but I’d 
really like to be Winnie 
the Pooh, wandering around the woods 
with his friends, eati ng and thinking.

CHRISTIAN O’CONNELL 
Radio Boy
Reviewed by Daniel 
Emmerson, age 11

This is the hilarious story of 
friendship, competi ti on, fl ying 
cakes and enormous cucumbers!

Spike, the World’s Youngest DJ, 
has his heart set on winning. His 
journey sees him up against his evil 
headmaster, his postman/karate 
master and his Grandad Ray. 

There are laughs in every 
chapter but my favourite bit is on 
p40 when Spike plays Monopoly with Grandad Ray: “I can 
imagine young Donny [Donald Trump] chuckling to himself 
as he made his own grandmother bankrupt and homeless.”

I think this book would appeal to anyone from 7-13 who 
likes to laugh out loud.

BOOK REVIEW

BECOME A FIRST NEWS BOOK REVIEWER!
HAVE you read a book recently that you desperately want to tell 
people about? Write us a review! We’ll need around 100 words 
on a book you’ve been reading – good or bad – and a picture of 
yourself (with parents’ permission!). Email your review to

bookreviews@fi rstnews.co.uk

ENTRIES FOR THE 2018 WICKED YOUNG WRITER AWARDS ARE NOW OPEN!

For more details and to submit your entry, visit WickedYoungWriterAwards.com

The awards are open to 5 to 25-year-olds, with fi ve diff erent age categories to choose from: 5-7, 8-10, 11-14, 
15-17, and 18-25. You can write about absolutely anything, in 750 words or less. Wicked want to hear your 
voices through original writi ng and stories.

Write a story, play, or poem, or if you prefer to write non-fi cti on, you may like to enter the FOR GOOD:  Award 
for Non-Ficti on and write an arti cle, essay, biography, review or lett er, for example!

The closing date is Monday 12 March.
To help you get started with your entry, check out these fi ve fantasti c ti ps from Dan Freedman, best-selling 

author of the Jamie Johnson series:

WICKED, the award-winning West End musical that tells the incredible untold story of the 
witches of Oz, together with the Nati onal Literacy Trust, has announced the eighth year of 
the famous Wicked Young Writer Awards.

1. Use experiences that have happened in your 
own life. For example, I went to visit a school in East 
London on the day that they had a Pupils v Teachers 
football match in the school playground. It was the 
best atmosphere I’ve ever seen in my life. A couple of 
years later I wrote a whole book – Skills From Brazil  – 
in which, you’ve guessed it, the story revolves around 
a Pupils v Teachers football match!
2. Understand the litt le details about the characters 
in your story. What’s their favourite food? What’s 
their biggest secret? What’s their biggest fear? What 
are they most embarrassed or proud of? When we 
know the character in such depth, they can take over 
and almost write the story for us.
3. Don’t think you have to write the perfect story fi rst 
ti me around. None of us do. In fact, none of us can. 

That’s why the editi ng process is so important.
4. Always have a plan. You wouldn’t start trying 
to build a house without having done some designs 
fi rst. It’s the same with stories; give yourself a map 
of where you want your story to go.
5. Entertain yourself. First and foremost you are 
your own most important reader, so write the story 
that you would want to read. Writi ng can be a long, 
painstaking and solitary process. If you’re writi ng 
something just because you think it’s what others
will want to read but it’s not really what you’re 
interested in, you’ll get found out in the end.
It has to come from the heart, it has to come
from something that you’re interested in, that 
inspires you, confuses you, entertains you or
angers you. 

Cast members Melanie La Barrie
(Madame Morrible) and Andy Hockley
(The Wizard of Oz) have a message for you on First 
News Live! Watch it at fi rst.news/wywa

fi rst.news/kids
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Now in its 8th year, the Wicked Young Writer Awards is a chance for young people 
aged between 5 and 25, to write about absolutely anything!

The Award is proud to partner with the National Literacy Trust and recognises excellence 
in writing, encourages creativity, and helps develop writing talent across the UK.

DEADLINE: MONDAY 12 MARCH 2018

Find free teaching resources and top writing tips from 
Cressida Cowell (How To Train Your Dragon) online. 

Visit WickedYoungWriterAwards.com to discover more!

Subscribe

 
MULTI AWARD WINNING NEWS FORKIDS!*

Issue 581    £1.99    4 – 10 August 2017

the 
final 
bolt!

* The 2012 Newspaper Awards: Best weekly national newspaper and best niche market newspaper. Also, Plain English Campaign: Best national newspaper.     First News supports children’s charities – see page 16. 

IN
SI

D
E

VALERIAN MOVIE FUNNY SNAPS

NEWS    SPORTS    ENTERTAINMENT    INTERVIEWS    PUZZLES    COMPETITIONS AND MORE

PUPPY RESCUETRUMP IN TROUBLE

AFTER an amazing career that has included eight gold medals at three Olympic 

games in a row, record-breaking Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt is running his 

last ever races in London this week.

The athleti cs legend says he is reti ring aft er the IAAF World Championships, which take place 

from 4–13 August at the London Stadium. Read more about Usain’s incredible achievements 

on page three – and see our special preview of the championships on page seven.
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machines being used to fi ght wars.

own to target and kill.

Conti nued on page 3.

ROCKIN’ ROBOT RECORD

POLL OF 
THE WEEK

Are you worried about 

robots in the future?
Vote and debate at 

fi rst.news/polls

On a slightly cheerier note, these cute robots 

were also in the news this week, as they set 

a new Guinness World Record for the ‘most 

robots dancing simultaneously’.

These litt le guys aren’t interested in killing 

anyone, and just want to throw some shapes. 

An impressive 1,069 of WL Tech’s Dobi robots 

strutt ed their stuff  (apart from a few that fell 

over…) to set the record.
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OUR BEACHES
NEED YOU! 

The number of single-use carrier bags 

found in 2016 was half the number found 

in 2015. Amazing news!

EVERY year, millions of pieces of rubbish 

wash up on the UK’s beaches. This month, 

the Marine Conservati on Society (MCS) is 

calling on YOU to help, by joining in with 

the Great Briti sh Beach Clean. 

From 15-18 September, volunteers from around 

Britain will be collecti ng litt er at more than 350 UK 

beaches and rivers.
In 2016, a staggering 268,384 pieces of litt er 

were collected in just one weekend, including 

plasti c bott les, wet wipes and balloons.

It is more important than ever to keep our 

beaches and oceans clean, so why not donate your 

ti me to help? You can fi nd a list of the organised 

beach cleans happening near you at mcsuk.org/

beachwatch. Don’t forget to tell us if you take part!

While we’re talking 
about beaches, check 
out this incredible giant 
sandcastle in Duisburg, 
west Germany. The 
15m-tall piece of 
sand art is made from 
3,500 tonnes of sand 
and has been created 
by German travel 
company Schauinsland-
Reisen. Guinness World 
Records will be visiti ng 
the epic sandcastle 
today (1 September) 
to see if it’s a world 
record breaker.

THE UK’S ONLY 
KOALA JOEY 

HURRICANE 
HARVEY

THE X FACTOR 
IS BACK

HOPE FOR THE 
PLANET
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in 2015. Amazing news!
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WHAT YOU SAID 

TO THE PM
Brexit will aff ect 
Britain’s children 

more than any 
other generati on.

First News 
readers have been 

helping to write 
the Children’s 

Charter for Brexit 
so your voices 

are heard. Four 
of you delivered 
the charter to 10 
Downing Street.
See pages 10-11
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IN SCHOOL
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From 15-18 September, volunteers from around 

Britain will be collecti ng litt er at more than 350 UK 

beaches and rivers.
In 2016, a staggering 268,384 pieces of litt er 

were collected in just one weekend, including 

plasti c bott les, wet wipes and balloons.

It is more important than ever to keep our 

beaches and oceans clean, so why not donate your 

ti me to help? You can fi nd a list of the organised 

beach cleans happening near you at mcsuk.org/

beachwatch. Don’t forget to tell us if you take part!
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On a slightly cheerier note, these cute robots 

were also in the news this week, as they set 

a new Guinness World Record for the ‘most 

robots dancing simultaneously’.

These litt le guys aren’t interested in killing 

anyone, and just want to throw some shapes. 

An impressive 1,069 of WL Tech’s Dobi robots 

strutt ed their stuff  (apart from a few that fell 

over…) to set the record.
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AFTER an amazing career that has included eight gold medals at three Olympic 

games in a row, record-breaking Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt is running his 

last ever races in London this week.

The athleti cs legend says he is reti ring aft er the IAAF World Championships, which take place 

from 4–13 August at the London Stadium. Read more about Usain’s incredible achievements 

on page three – and see our special preview of the championships on page seven.
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From 15-18 September, volunteers from around 

Britain will be collecti ng litt er at more than 350 UK 

In 2016, a staggering 268,384 pieces of litt er 

were collected in just one weekend, including 

It is more important than ever to keep our 

beaches and oceans clean, so why not donate your 

ti me to help? You can fi nd a list of the organised 
mcsuk.org/
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PRINCE WILLIAM 
LAUNCHES 

ACTION PLAN ON 
CYBERBULLYING

8-PAGE CHRISTMAS 
PULLOUT! 

by editor in chief Nicky Cox

ROCKET man Richard Browning fl ew into the pages of Guinness World Records last week.

PRINCE William, the Duke of 
Cambridge, launched a nati onwide 

campaign to tackle cyberbulling 

yesterday (16 November). 

Over the last 18 months, a Taskforce 

of the biggest media and technology 

companies, children’s chariti es, parents 

and young people have been working 

to create the fi rst ever internet code of 

conduct, called ‘Stop, Speak, Support’. 

The Taskforce, brought together by 

the Royal Foundati on, hopes that their 

Acti on Plan will reach every 11–16 year 

old in the country, so that they will be 

empowered to stop cyberbullying by 

speaking out and seeking support. 

As part of the Acti on Plan, some of 

the biggest social media companies, 

such as Facebook and Snapchat, will 

trial new functi ons for reporti ng 

cyberbulling. The Duke hopes that 

these functi ons will then become 

standard throughout the world. New 

safety guidelines to keep young people 

safe have also been agreed. 

Peter Wanless, NSPCC Chief 

Executi ve, said: “We know it can be 

very diffi  cult for young people being 

bullied online or in person to tell 

someone what’s happening... ‘Stop, 

Speak, Support’ provides simple steps 

for children and teenagers who witness 

cyberbullying to follow.” 
Turn to page 25 to fi nd out about 

‘Stop, Speak, Support’. 
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SPORTS        

Called the ‘real life Iron Man’, Briti sh inventor Richard 

broke the record for the fastest speed in a body-controlled 

jet engine power suit. Wearing the £40,000 Daedalus suit, 

which he designed himself, Richard fl ew at 32.02mph. 

The inventor, 38, took to the air at Lagoona Park in 

Reading, Berkshire. He takes off  verti cally and controls 

directi on with his arms.
Richard, founder of technology company Gravity, says 

this is just the beginning and he plans to smash the record 

again in the future.

He said: “We stand at the very beginning of what human 

propulsion systems will do. It’s at the same point as the 

mobile phone was in the early ‘80s or the internet of the 

early ‘90s. Daedalus will eventually be capable of fl ying at 

several hundred miles per hour.”

The Gravity team and other experts say they will 

conti nue to improve these suits and, who knows, in 20 

years we could all be zooming about like Iron Man. 

Before that they sti ll have to make the suits safer, easier 

and aff ordable. 

COULD FUTURE PUPILS
GET TO SCHOOL LIKE THIS?

FLYING 
MAN

Prince William 
takes part in an 
anti -bullying 
event at a school

17. books
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Looking for a new series to start?! Check out the Magnus Chase books 

from Rick Riordan - author of the Percy Jackson series? 

RICK RIODAN Magnus Chase 

and the Ship of the Dead

Reviewed by Catherine Dunn

I loved this book SO much. It gripped me 

from the first page, I couldn’t put it down! 

This is book three in a series – but is by far the best. Magnus 

Chase and his companions go on an epic adventure to stop Loki 

unleashing horrors onto the world. Six out of 5 stars!

Feeling Christmassy already? Why not enjoy a murder mystery 

by the fire..?
ROBIN STEVENS Mistletoe and Murder

Reviewed by Hannah Luff, 8

I liked this book because it is exciting, adventurous and 

a marvellous mystery! My favourite character is Hazel 

because she is brave, affectionate, and most importantly a 

great detective. I would recommend this book to budding 

detectives aged eight - ten, looking for something to read on 

a cold Christmas evening

CHRISTMAS 

HOLIDAY 
READS!

WHAT will you be reading this Christmas break? Something festive, with 

lots of snow in? Or maybe you’ll catch up on one of the many AMAZING 

books that came out this year? What about a real Christmassy classic? 

We’ve gathered some recommendations from First News readers for a festive book 

special - no matter how picky you may be, there’s bound to be something here that’d 

make for a great Christmas holiday read!

How about something cute for Christmas?

CLARA VULLIAMY

The Lost Puppy (Dotty 

Detective)
Reviewed by Laiba

The story is about a girl and her pet dog called McClusky. 

I liked it when Fred travelled all the way across America. I 

didn’t like the bit when Chipolata got stolen. I thought the 

book was really really good.

Fancy a chuckle this Christmas? Harry Hill has got you covered.

HARRY HILL

Matt Millz
Reviewed by Forrest

Matt Millz is a brilliant book about a teenage 

comedian.  I absolutely couldn’t put it down and I kept 

laughing the whole way through!

A proper page-turner, I can’t wait for more from 

Harry Hill!

Want a pony for Christmas? 

CLARA VULLIAMY

My Little Pony: Equestria Girls – Legend of 

Everfree Reviewed by Amelie, 8

Initially, I found that it was quite puzzling to work out the 

characters’ names and personality. At first, I thought it would 

take forever to read since it was a bit boring but as I read 

more I found that it started to get exciting and before I knew 

it, I had finished it! Chapter nineteen was probably the best 

bit, as this part of the storyline was very exciting and the 

characters had started to develop.

Words for Life
NICK is a biologist and writer who has worked at the Natural History 

Museum, the Zoological Society of London, and for the BBC. His latest 

book, The Amazing Animal Atlas is out now. Nick told us which storybook 

character she would most like to be:

I’d love to be Phileas Fogg 

from Around the World 

in Eighty Days by Jules 

Verne. Not only did he get 

to travel around the Earth, 

he did it in the nineteenth 

century - all by steamboat, 

sledge, and elephant!

To read Nick’s full interview, visit 

wordsforlife.org.uk/author-interviews. 

For book recommendations, activities and 

games, go to wordsforlife.org.uk.

Eight-page Christmas special

The food 
is my favourite 

thing about Christmas. Christmas lunch is always good fun to make and I seem to be the one who does it. It’s all over so quickly though! I also love the cold food afterwards on Boxing 
Day.

I love that 
it’s the time of year where everyone seems to be in good spirits. There’s always something going on. I do go on holiday the day after Boxing Day though, only because I like to get away from it all and properly 

relax. 

Christmas 
is the best time 

of the year! I love the weather, I love cosying up with the family, I love getting together with friends, I love Christmas carols. I can’t pick just one thing I 
love about it!

My favourite 
thing about 

Christmas is all about decorating the tree with Christmas carols playing  and the smell of mince pies and brandy butter wafting from another 
room.

I’m half 
Swedish and in 

Sweden you’re allowed to open one present on Christmas Eve. So my mum would always let me and my brother open a present on Christmas Eve, which is a big family tradition.

My family 
are quite traditional at Christmas. We’ll open presents, take the dog for a walk in the park in our wellies. Then we’ll come back home and watch a Christmas film and eat some chocolate.

Every year 
on Christmas Day we go for a walk somewhere along a beach and maybe a paddle or a swim if we’re feeling brave. Then sitting down and cooking and just having a great day. We either  go to Midnight Mass or a mass during the 

day as well. 

The 
Christmas movies. My favourite Christmas movie is National 

Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation because it reminds me of my own 
crazy family. 

CHRISTMAS STARTS HERE!THERE’S just over a month to go until the big day and we’re starting to feel really festive here at First News HQ. Our 
favourite celebrities love Christmas too, so check out what these famous faces like best about the festive season.
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Called the ‘real life Iron Man’, Briti sh inventor Richard 

broke the record for the fastest speed in a body-controlled 

jet engine power suit. Wearing the £40,000 Daedalus suit, 

which he designed himself, Richard fl ew at 32.02mph. 

The inventor, 38, took to the air at Lagoona Park in 

Reading, Berkshire. He takes off  verti cally and controls 

Richard, founder of technology company Gravity, says 

this is just the beginning and he plans to smash the record 
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TORONTO in Canada is set 
to be the centre of att enti on 
this week, as injured members 

of the armed forces will be 
batt ling each other for medals 

at the Invictus Games. 

The Games were started by 

Prince Harry (above), with the fi rst 

tournament taking place in London 

in 2014. This year, 550 competi tors 

from 17 countries will be facing off  

in 12 diff erent sports that have been 

adapted for people with varying 

injuries. These include indoor 

rowing and wheelchair racing.

Royal-watchers are excited 

because Harry is expected to turn up 

with his girlfriend, Meghan Markle, 

for their fi rst public appearance.
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A CREW of six astronauts has just returned 

from an epic eight-month mission to Mars. 

Admitt edly, they’re not really astronauts and they 

weren’t really on Mars, but the experiment has sti ll 

been very valuable for planning real missions!

The HI-SEAS V experiment is the latest in a series of 

tests that put groups of people in environments similar 

to Mars, to see how they cope with being isolated from 

the rest of the world and living together for so long. 

The base for the missions is a dome on Mauna Loa in 

Hawaii. Two women and four men took part, including 

Briti sh scienti st Samuel Payler.

The six took lots of psychological tests and could only 

communicate with mission controllers on a 20-minute 

delay, which is how long signals take to get to Earth 

from Mars.

Although a journey to Mars could be very dangerous, the HI-

SEAS experiment took place on the largest acti ve volcano in the 

world! The crew also discovered a bomb during one mission, 

which was left  over from when the US Air Force used explosives 

to try to stop a lava fl ow back in 1935
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BLOODHOUND SSC is the car that its makers hope will 

become the fi rst to break the 1,000mph barrier next year. 

The fi rst public test of the car (at a leisurely 200mph!) is 

due to take place on Thursday (26 October) in Cornwall.  

Wing commander Andy Green, an RAF fi ghter pilot, is 

already the holder of the world land speed record, which 

he set back in 1997. Back then, Andy (pictured above with 

Bloodhound in Newquay) set a record of 763.035mph 

(1,227.986km/h) in Thrust SSC, so reaching 1,000mph would 

really smash his previous record. So far, in private tests, 

Andy has had BLOODHOUND up to 156mph and says that 

it is “very controllable”. Only another 844mph to go! 

See p7 for an interview with BLOODHOUND boss Richard Noble.

by Ian Eddy

THE fastest man in the world is preparing for his fi rst big test in 

what he hopes will become the new fastest car in the world.
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AROUND 100,000 people have been evacuated from the area around Mount 

Agung, a large volcano on the island of Bali in Indonesia. 

Offi  cials asked everyone within 10km of the volcano to leave the area, but some were refusing 

to abandon their animals and crops. Some schools in the area were sti ll open aft er the evacuati on 

was ordered, with pupils wearing masks to protect them from ash.

More than 50,000 tourists were stranded on the island, aft er hundreds of fl ights were cancelled. 

Volcanic ash can block aeroplane engines, so it can be dangerous to fl y through ash clouds. Weather 

experts say that ash from Mount Agung has travelled as high as 9km into the atmosphere.

Volcanic erupti ons are incredibly hard to predict, so a big erupti on could take days or weeks to 

happen. Make sure you check live.fi rstnews.co.uk for updates.
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FRIDA, a Mexican rescue dog, has been praised for saving lots of people 

trapped in rubble aft er the country’s recent earthquakes.

Mexico’s president thanked Frida personally for her rescue eff orts aft er a 7.1 magnitude 

quake shook the country. The hero hound is employed by the Mexican navy to carry out 

search and rescue missions in natural disasters. Frida wears protecti ve goggles, a khaki 

harness and two pairs of  protecti ve booti es as she detects signs of life under the rubble.

One of the earthquakes, last Tuesday (19 September), left  at least 326 people dead. 

But Frida and her doggy pals have kept that number from being higher by fi nding lots 

of survivors. Frida has saved at least 52 lives in her career so far.

Frida has had so much praise, there have even been calls for her to replace a famous 

Mexican painter on the country’s 500-peso note!

We’re in awe of this hero hound here at First News HQ. Head to fi rst.news/frida to see 

more pictures of her saving lives.

Britain’s best-selling publication for kids* 
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27. Family Fun

1  Which place could 
become the fi rst major city 
to run out of water?

2  13,432,485 people 
travelled through which 
airport in 2017?

3 Rising temperatures are 
causing what to happen to 
one populati on of 
animals in the Great 
Barrier Reef?

5   Which TV programme 
has been named as the 
best children’s TV show 
of all ti me? 

6  What has recently 
washed up on Portobello 
beach in Scotland?

     
7  Animal experts in New 
Zealand have designed 
a ‘gym’ for which bird?

8  What has been named 
Britain’s dullest sport? 

1) Cape Town 2) Edinburgh Airport
3) turning green sea turtles female
4) Dua Lipa 5) Blue Peter 6) starfi sh
7) kea parrots 8) golf

4  Who has scored the 
most nominati ons for this 
year’s BRIT Awards?

FirstNews Quiz
HAVE a go at our First News Challenge! Why not set yourself and your friends or family a ti me challenge and see First News Challenge! Why not set yourself and your friends or family a ti me challenge and see First News
who can get the highest score in the quickest ti me? Good luck! See how well you did by using the answers at the bott om.
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most nominati ons for this 
year’s BRIT Awards?

 Challenge! Why not set yourself and your friends or family a ti me challenge and see 
who can get the highest score in the quickest ti me? Good luck! See how well you did by using the answers at the bott om.who can get the highest score in the quickest ti me? Good luck! See how well you did by using the answers at the bott om.
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4-ti me FA WSL Conti nental Tyres 
Cup winners Arsenal will play reigning 
champions Manchester City in this 
year’s fi nal. The Gunners came from 
behind with two goals in the last 
ten minutes to beat Reading 3-2 in 
their semi-fi nal, while City defeated 
Chelsea 1-0 (below).

19-year-old Brit Izzy Atkin 
(below, right) has won bronze at 
the ski slopestyle World Cup in 
Aspen, USA. Norway’s Johanne Killi 
(centre) took gold ahead of America’s 
Maggie Voisin (left ). Atkin hopes to 
win a medal at next month’s Winter 
Olympics in South Korea.

7 defeats in eight matches have 
been suff ered by Leicester Tigers. The 
rugby union side’s most recent loss 
was a 39-0 hammering by French team 
Castres in the European Champions 
Cup. The result knocked Leicester out 
of the competi ti on. 

3 goals in nine minutes helped 
Liverpool to a 4-3 victory over 
Manchester City in a thrilling Premier 
League clash. It was City’s fi rst league 
defeat this season and Reds boss 
Jürgen Klopp’s (below) fi ft h win over 
a Pep Guardiola side – more than any 
other manager.
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American tennis legend Venus Williams serves during her shock 
fi rst-round defeat to the unseeded Belinda Bencic of Switzerland 
at the Australian Open. Venus made it to the fi nal last year, where 
she lost to her sister, Serena. In the men’s competi ti on, Britain’s 
Kyle Edmund achieved the best win of his career when he 
knocked out world number 12 Kevin Anderson in fi ve sets in the 
fi rst round. The Australian Open conti nues unti l 28 January 
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The moment Roy 
reached his century Jason Roy celebrates his record run total

JASON Roy has made history by hitti  ng the highest one-day internati onal (ODI) score by an England 
player, with 180 runs at the fi rst match of the series in Melbourne.

Roy’s 180 and Joe Root’s 91 not out helped England beat 
Australia by fi ve wickets, fi nishing the day on 308-5. Aaron 
Finch notched up 107 for Australia as the hosts, who batt ed 
fi rst, ended on 304-8.

The previous record score by an England cricketer was 
171, set by Alex Hales in a win over Pakistan in 2016. Roy 
took just 32 balls to reach 50 runs and scored a grand total 
of 16 fours and fi ve sixes. He has also set a new record for 

the highest ODI score at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
Australian Mark Waugh had held the record since 2001, 
with his 173 runs against West Indies.

England were sti ll sore aft er losing the Ashes series 4-0 
to Australia, but this win saw them take a 1-0 lead in the 
fi ve-match ODI series. The second match takes place today 
(Friday 19 January), with further ti es on Sunday 21, Friday 
26 and Sunday 28 January.
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