
HOW TO ACCESS 
PRINTABLES

Your school has unlimited access to each week’s 
resources and a full library of previous activities. 
Any number of teachers at your school can register 
to access them, and each will need to follow the 
instructions below:

REGISTERING FOR THE FIRST TIME  

1 Visit schools.firstnews.co.uk/register
2 Enter your school’s First News  

Education ID and click ‘Confirm’
3 Enter your details in the form and  

click ‘Complete’
4 Invite colleagues at your school who will also be using Printables
5 You will be automatically logged in once you have registered

ACCESSING PRINTABLES WEEKLY

1 To log in, visit schools.firstnews.co.uk/login

2 Enter your email address and password, tick the security box and click ‘Login’

3 Bookmark this page in your browser for quick access each week: 

 www.firstnews.co.uk/printables 

Remember, all teachers in your school have unlimited access 
to download weekly activities. Invite them to register at 

schools.firstnews.co.uk/register using your school’s First News Education ID.

If you have any questions, please visit help.firstnews.co.uk/knowledge or 
email schools@firstnews.co.uk. Alternatively, call (+44) 01371 851 898, 

weekdays 9.00am to 5.00pm

Your school’s First News Education 
ID can be found in your welcome 
pack, as well as in the email you 

received containing details about  
your package.

https://schools.firstnews.co.uk/register/
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http://www.firstnews.co.uk/printables
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COMPREHENSIONS
News reports are ideal for short, focused comprehension 
or discussion activities. Like authors, journalists play with 
language, so news ‘stories’ are rich nuggets of text to 
investigate. Engaging, thought-provoking stories from the 
newspaper are selected for the news comprehension activities, 
helping children unpack and understand the often complex 
ideas and events in a news story. 

LEARNING UNDERTAKEN:

  Builds topical knowledge and understanding of the wider world outside the classroom: 
linking to other subjects across the curriculum. 

  Enhances reading comprehension skills: developing vocabulary in context; identifying 
facts and opinions; explaining and summarising information; inferring ideas and finding 
evidence; identifying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning; 
identifying themes; understanding writer’s intent.

DEBATES
News is one of the greatest igniters of debate among children 
and adults alike. Being able to express one’s voice and listen to 
those of others is an essential skill at every stage of our lives. 
Schools across the UK have built a culture of communication 
by using First News Education’s debate topics as a basis for 
teaching oracy through classroom discussion, to successfully 
develop essential speech and communication skills. When pupils have access to reliable facts 
and context, they are given a platform to understand an issue in depth, build their points of 
view and appreciate different perspectives from fellow pupils.  

LEARNING UNDERTAKEN:

   Develop crucial oracy skills  
   Build cultural capital  
   Encourage the respectful exchange of opinions and ideas  
   Identify and practise persuasive rhetorical techniques  
   Improve confidence levels 

LEVEL 1
NEWS  

Qs News Debate
In Printables, the debates are provided as a resource for KS2+  
(age 10+) on a fortnightly basis. 

VOICE OPINIONS 
ARTICULATELY  

BUILD IN-DEPTH 
UNDERSTANDING 

ENHANCE PERSUASIVE 
LANGUAGE SKILLS

DEVELOP REASONING 
TO SUPPORT VIEWS

GROW CONFIDENCE  
IN SPEAKING 

LISTEN TO AND 
RESPECT OTHERS

LOWER KS2: News Qs
Three worksheets for LKS2 pupils, each featuring retrieval, inference, 
sequencing and prediction questions based on a story – or a pair of 
stories – from the latest issue of First News, with answer sheets and 
glossary definitions included. Differentiated three ways: tricky, trickier 
and trickiest! PDFs can be downloaded with or without answer sheets. 

UPPER KS2: Reading Practice
Weekly worksheets for UKS2 pupils, based on an article – or pair of 
articles – from the latest issue of First News. Eight questions, designed 
to resemble the KS2 SATs reading booklet, plus an additional challenge 
to encourage longer answers and deeper engagement with the text. 
Glossary definitions and answer sheets linking to NC content domains 
included. PDFs can be downloaded with or without answer sheets. 

KS3: Article Analysis
Weekly worksheets for students in KS3 (age 11+), as well as for 
those achieving greater depth in reading at UKS2. PDFs can be 
downloaded with or without answer sheets. 

ALL
LEVELS

LEVEL 2
READING 
PRACTICE

LEVEL 3
ARTICLE

ANALYSIS



VOCABULARY PUZZLES
These engaging crosswords are a fun way to develop pupils’ 
tier 2 and tier 3 vocabularies in LKS2, UKS2 and KS3, whilst 
building familiarity with reading non-fiction texts (available with 
answers highlighted, or without, for additional challenge).  

LEARNING UNDERTAKEN

 Builds topical knowledge and understanding of the wider world outside  
the classroom

 Develops understanding of tricky and subject-specific vocabulary in the context of a 
topical news story

INTERACTIVE QUIZ
New every week: ten questions that will get children talking 
about what’s happening in the world around them, building 
cultural capital and developing retrieval skills as they pick up 
points to climb the leaderboard!

LEARNING UNDERTAKEN

 Develop teamwork skills 

 Spark news-based discussions 

 Wake up everyone’s brains and get  
them ready for learning! 

ASSEMBLY PACKS 
New every week: Everything you need to deliver a thought-
provoking, topical assembly for KS2+ children, plus ideas  
to take the learning further.

LEARNING UNDERTAKEN

 Empower children to think and talk about topical issues  

 Make links to your PSHE and citizenship curriculums  

 Promote British values and encourage respectful debate  

 Feed into classroom learning 

LOWER KS2: News Puzzle
A simplified version of a story from the latest issue of First News. The 
crossword clues provide definitions of eight words in the news story, 
which pupils identify to complete the puzzle.  

UPPER KS2: News Puzzle
Eight words or phrases from a news article are highlighted and defined 
to develop pupils’ vocabulary and understanding of the story. 

KS3: News Puzzle
A challenging puzzle looking at the definitions of 10 words and 
specialist vocabulary in stories in the news.

LEVEL 3

LEVEL 2

LEVEL 1

The First News Assembly
      Issue 953    20th – 26th September 2024

Now, plenty of people have done spacewalks before. Some have even walked on the moon. [You might want to ask 

whether any of the pupils can name them.] So, Jared’s experience, though impressive, was not unique. What really struck 

me about this story, though, was what he said.“Back at home we all have a lot of work to do but, from here, Earth sure looks like a perfect world.”

And, do you know what? He’s right. Of course, we keep hearing about the many problems facing life on Earth – most 

of which, it has to be said, have been caused by humans, such as climate change, deforestation and plastic pollution. 

Nevertheless, ours truly is a wonderful world – a world of spectacular scenery, beautiful plants and fascinating animals. 

And it is our job to look after it so that future generations can live here happily. Also, so that the astronauts of the future 

and, who knows, perhaps even visitors from beyond the stars, will still be able to gaze on our planet and say, “Earth sure 

looks like a perfect world.”

4. Reflection
Let’s take a moment to be thankful for this amazing planet on which we live. Let us all think about what we can do to look 

after it. No matter how big this world seems, every small action can make a difference. Every piece of waste you recycle. 

Every light you switch off when you leave an empty room. Every time you walk instead of asking to be driven somewhere. 

It all matters. Never underestimate the importance of your actions.5. Ending
Take this opportunity to deliver any school notices or other announcements.6. Final farewell and dismissal
Music Suggestion
What a wonderful world – Louis Armstrong

I hope this has left you with some joy and sense of optimism. Have a wonderful day [or evening, depending on when your 

assembly is]. 

Back in the classroom
Why not explore this topic further, using one or more of the following ideas?
 Research and write a fact-file about Yuri Gagarin.  Create a class list of everyday actions that each individual pupil can do to help protect the planet. These 

could possibly be displayed as a manifesto of class pledges.  Hold a class debate based on the statement: Humans do not deserve to explore space.

The First News Assembly       Issue 953    20th – 26th September 2024

This assembly is based on an article from Issue 953 of First News, and is designed to be used 
with children in KS1 and KS2, as well as during form time, with KS3 students. A full script is 
provided, alongside prompts, so the language can be adjusted as required.

News Assembly – “A perfect world”
 Resources: script/prompts, image of the First News report “A perfect world” (page 5 of issue 953)
 Preparation: Read the script/prompts and project an image of the First News report.
 Duration: approximately 20 minutes
 Music suggestions:  

Weightless – Prefab Sprout
What a wonderful world – Louis Armstrong.

1. Introduction

Music Suggestion
Children enter to Weightless – Prefab Sprout

2. Welcome and greeting
Prompt: draw attention to the mention of Yuri Gagarin in the song. Discuss what he was famous for. Mention how you 
are weightless in space. Connect weightlessness to feelings of great joy.

That song mentions a rather amazing person. Can anyone tell me who it is? That’s right, Yuri Gagarin. Now, can anyone 
tell me what he is famous for? [Invite suggestions] Yuri Gagarin becaˠe the first huˠan to go into sˣace when he orbited 
the Earth back in 1961. High above our planet, the effects of gravity are much less than they are down here so you feel 
weightless. Interestingly, people also use the idea of feeling lighter than air to describe great joy.

Anyway, the reason I played you that is because of a story I saw in this week’s First News. 

3. Sharing the news report

Prompt: display the First News article and read or paraphrase it for the children. Explain what a spacewalk is and 
suggest how it must feel, not just to be weightless, but also to be able to see the whole planet at once.

I was thinking about joy and weightlessness when I read this report in First News. 

ʼtϠs about a ˠan called ʽared ʼsaacˠan who has becoˠe the first ˣerson who is not a ˣrofessional astronaut to do a 
sˣacewal˞. ˇhat ˠeans he ˣut on a sˣecial suit and steˣˣed out of his sˣacecraft to Єoat around in sˣace ʛalthough he 
was attached to the vehicle).

Imagine what it would be like to be completely weightless. Imagine, also, how it would feel to be 435 miles above the 
surface of the planet – able to see whole oceans and continents at once with the clouds swirling above them. 

Prompt: explain that plenty of people have performed spacewalks or even walked on the surface of the moon 
before [perhaps invite pupils to recall specific examples] so Jared Isaacson’s experience wasn’t unique. However, 
draw attention to the quote: “Back at home we all have a lot of work to do but, from here, Earth sure looks like a 
perfect world.” Use this to discuss how wonderful our world is and how it is our responsibility to look after it for future 
generations.
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“A“A  PERFECTPERFECT  WORLD!”WORLD!”

Isaacman’s 

moment of 
history 

AN American billionaire has 

become the first nonʠprofessional 

astronaut to do a spacewalk 

(exit a vehicle while in space).

Jared Isaacman, aged 41, had 

paid for the SpaceX mission, which 

was named Polaris Dawn.

He blasted off with three other 

people – mission pilot Scott ‘Kidd’ 

Poteet and SpaceX engineers Anna 

Menon and Sarah Gillis.

At an altitude of 435 miles 

(700km) from the surface of 

the Earth – higher than anyone 

had ever spacewalked before – 

Isaacman squeezed through the 

hatch of the Dragon spacecraft 

and remarked: “It’s gorgeous!”

The historic event was streamed 

live online and was cheered by the 

Polaris Dawn mission control crew 

at Cape Canaveral, Florida.

Gazing out, Isaacman said: 

“Back at home we all have a lot 

of work to do but, from here, Earth 

sure looks like a perfect world.”

He then climbed back inside 

the spacecraft to let Gillis have 

a ˚o, ma˞in˚ her the first female 

amateur astronaut to spacewalk.

SpaceX is owned by the world’s 

richest man, Elon Musk. Both he 

and Isaacman want to expand 

space travel so that more people 

can visit space, but it’s incredibly 

expensive right now.

The mission also tested 

futuristic new SpaceX 

spacesuits, which are a 

lot thinner than the ones 

astronauts usually wear
Left to right: 

Menon, Gillis, 

Poteet and 

Isaacman
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