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Here is a news story from this week’s First News. Read the story and then try the puzzle. To help you, 
we have underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the article itself – but you will need 
to match the correct word with each clue!

ACROSS

4. The mark made by your fingertips, which police 
use to find criminals (plural noun 12)

6. Told everyone (past participle 9)

7. Able to; permitted to (past participle 7)

DOWN

1. Officers of the law; the people who 
prevent and detect crime (noun 6)

2. Group (noun 12)

3. When the police take someone to the police 
station (verb 6)

4. After a long time (adverb 7)

5. Given money (past participle 4)

IT is 100 years since women were first allowed to 
join the police force!

On 22nd November 1918, the head of the Metropolitan 
Police (London’s police force) announced that the Met would 
have female police officers for the first time. They would be 
known as Women Patrols.

At first, 21 women joined the police service and these 
ladies took to the streets of London a few months later, 
in February 1919. They weren’t allowed to arrest people 
though and they weren’t paid very much!

Over time, the Women Patrols grew, but it took a long 
time for them to have the same job as male police officers. 
In 1923 they were allowed to arrest people for the first 
time. In 1937 they were allowed to take fingerprints! It 
wasn’t until the 1970s (about 40 years ago) that they were 
considered equal to male officers. Women finally got to do 
exactly the same work and were paid the same amount of 
money.

Today, there are nearly 8,000 women officers in London’s 
police force alone. In fact, the Met is now led by a woman! 
Last year, Cressida Dick became the first ever female 
Commissioner, which means she’s in charge of the whole 
organisation. How times have changed!
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