
Here is a story from The Week Ahead section of the newspaper. Read the story and then try 
the puzzle. To help you, we have underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in the article 
itself – but you will need to match the correct word with each clue! 

News Puzzle Issue 608  9th – 15th Feb 2018

Big News

JUST before Valentine’s Day, it’s 
PANCAKE DAY!

On Tuesday 13th February, families 
across the UK will be flipping their 
meals around. But why do we eat 
pancakes on Shrove Tuesday?

Shrove Tuesday is the day before the 
start of the religious season of Lent. 
Lent is the time before Easter when 
Jesus fasted in the desert, so that God 
would be the one giving him strength, 
not food and drink.

Christians want to be like Jesus, so they 
fast too and give up their favourite 
foods. Many of our favourite foods 
contain the ingredients eggs, milk and 

flour. That is why, in the 16th century, 
people decided that following the recipe 
for pancakes was a good way to use up 
these foods before Lent started!

The word shrove in Shrove Tuesday 
comes from the English word shrive. 
It means to get forgiveness for doing 
something wrong. Christians ask to be 
shriven, or for God to forgive for their 
sins, in the week leading up to Lent.

IT’S PANCAKE TIME!

ACROSS

4. The food you put into a recipe (noun 11)

5. Also known as Pancake Day; the time of year when Christians use 
up all their favourite food in order to fast for Lent (plural noun 6,9)

7. To have eaten less food and drink, or to have 
stopped eating altogether for a set period of time 
(past participle 6)

8. The second month of the year (proper noun 8)

DOWN

1. When someone says it’s OK after you say sorry 
for doing something wrong (noun 11)

2. An area, often covered with sand or rocks, where 
there is very little rain and not many plants 
(noun 6)

3. The food you need to make a dish, as well as 
instructions on how to make it. (noun 6)

6. A dish, made of milk, flour and eggs, that people 
eat on Shrove Tuesday (noun 7)

Christians believe Jesus 
fasted in the desert



Here is a story from The Week Ahead section of the newspaper. Read the story, from page 
10 of the newspaper, and then try the puzzle. The answers to the clues are all words in the story. 
Answer the clue and then underline the word in the story.

News Puzzle Issue 608  9th – 15th Feb 2018

Big News

JUST before Valentine’s Day, it’s 
PANCAKE DAY!

On Tuesday 13th February, families 
across the UK will be flipping their 
meals around. But why do we eat 
pancakes on Shrove Tuesday?

Shrove Tuesday is the day before the 
start of the religious season of Lent. 
Lent is the time before Easter when 
Jesus fasted in the desert, so that God 
would be the one giving him strength, 
not food and drink.

Christians want to be like Jesus, so they 
fast too and give up their favourite 
foods. Many of our favourite foods 
contain the ingredients eggs, milk and 

flour. That is why, in the 16th century, 
people decided that following the recipe 
for pancakes was a good way to use up 
these foods before Lent started!

The word shrove in Shrove Tuesday 
comes from the English word shrive. 
It means to get forgiveness for doing 
something wrong. Christians ask to be 
shriven, or for God to forgive for their 
sins, in the week leading up to Lent.

IT’S PANCAKE TIME!

ACROSS

4. The food you put into a recipe (noun 11)

5. Also known as Pancake Day; the time of year when Christians use 
up all their favourite food in order to fast for Lent (plural noun 6,9)

7. To have eaten less food and drink, or to have 
stopped eating altogether for a set period of time 
(past participle 6)

8. The second month of the year (proper noun 8)

DOWN

1. When someone says it’s OK after you say sorry for 
doing something wrong (noun 11)

2. An area, often covered with sand or rocks, where 
there is very little rain and not many plants    
(noun 6)

3. The food you need to make a dish, as well as 
instructions on how to make it. (noun 6)

6. A dish, made of milk, flour and eggs, that people 
eat on Shrove Tuesday (noun 7)

Christians believe Jesus 
fasted in the desert


