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gold at the double! 

			BRIT
AIN’S	

Laura	
Muir	h

as	wo
n	gold

	in	bo
th	the

	1,500
m	and

	

3,000m
	at	the

	Europ
ean	In

door	C
hamp

ionshi
ps	in	B

elgrad
e,	

Serbia
.	

			The	
Scot	b

roke	t
he	cha

mpionsh
ip	reco

rd	for	
the	3,

000m
	in	8	

minutes
	35.67

	secon
ds.	Muir	als

o	beat
	Dame	Kelly

	Holmes’	Bri
=sh	

record
	in	her

	1,500
m	victor

y.	

			Fello
w	Brit	A

sha	Ph
ilip,	m

eanwhile,	s
et	a	ne

w	Bri=sh	rec
ord	as

	

she	w
on	gol

d	in	th
e	women’s	6

0m	final	i
n	a	=me	of	7.

06	sec
onds.	

			But	
the	ov

erall	w
inners

	at	the
	end	o

f	the	c
hampionsh

ips	were	Po
land,	w

ho	top
ped	th

e	medal	ta
ble	with	sev

en	

golds,
	one	s

ilver	a
nd	fou

r	bron
zes	–	a

	total	
of	12.

	Team
	GB	were	ju

st	beh
ind	on

	ten	(i
ncludi

ng	five
	golds

),	and
	

Germany	fin
ished	

in	thir
d	plac

e	with	nin
e	medals.

	

			Pola
nd	won	gol

d	in	bo
th	the

	men	and
	women’s	4

	x	400
m	relay,

	while	Po
lish	m

en	won	sev
eral	ev

ents	in
cludin

g	

the	sh
ot	put

,	high	
jump	and	

pole	v
ault.

Across 

1.	gain
ed;	ac

hieved
	(past	

par=ciple	3
)	

3.	the	
individ

ual	ac
=vi=es	tha

t	make	up
	the	

championsh
ips	(pl

ural	n
oun	6

)	

5.	com
pe==on;	co

ntest	(
plural

	noun
	13)	

6.	quic
kly;	al

so	a	p
un	(wordpla

y)	on	t
wo	(phr

ase	6)
	

Down 

1.	peo
ple	th

at	win	som
ething

;	cham
pions	

(plura
l	

noun	
7)	

2.	the	
fastes

t	=me	for	t
his	rac

e	(nou
n	11)	

4.	First
,	seco

nd…	what	co
mes	nex

t?	(ord
inal	nu

mber	

5)	
7.	defe

ated;	
conqu

ered	(
past	p

ar=ciple	4
)	
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look closer

special report

EVERY	year,	on	th
e	third	Monday	in	January,	

people	

across	America	and	the	wor
ld	celebrate	MarEn	Luther	

King	Day.	The	aim
	is	to	honour	the	l

ife	of	Dr	MarEn	

Luther	King	Jr	–	on
e	of	America’s	greatest	civ

il	rights	

leaders,	who	did	s
o	much	to	ensure	peo

ple	are	treated	

equally,	no	maQer	what	the	col
our	of	their	skin.	

A DIFFERENT TIME 

Born	on	January	15
th	1929	in	Atlanta,	

Georgia,	USA,	Martin	

Luther	King	Jr	grew
	up	in	a	time	when	

white	and	black	pe
ople	

were	segregated	(k
ept	separate).	He	w

ent	to	a	different	sc
hool	

to	his	white	friends
	and,	when	riding	t

he	bus,	he’d	be	forc
ed	to	

stand	so	that	white
	people	could	sit	do

wn.	

While	at	school,	King
	found	that	he	had	

a	talent	for	public	

speaking,	joining	th
e	debate	team	at	th

e	age	of	12.	A	few	y
ears	

later,	he	left	univer
sity	with	a	degree,	

and	

joined	the	Baptist	C
hurch	as	Dr	King.	

HOW DID HE BECOME AN 

ACTIVIST? 
On	1	December	19

55,	a	black	woman
	

named	Rosa	Parks	
(pictured	right)	was

	

arrested	for	refusin
g	to	give	up	her	sea

t	to	

a	white	passenger,	
after	the	‘white	

section’	of	the	vehi
cle	was	filled.	Dr	Kin

g,	

who	was	just	starti
ng	out	as	a	campai

gner	for	civil	rights,
	joined	

the	fight.	He	called
	for	all	people	of	co

lour	to	boycott	(ref
use	to	

ride)	the	buses,	unt
il	they	were	no	long

er	segregated.	The	

boycott	lasted	for	m
ore	than	380	days.	

During	that	time,	K
ing	

had	his	house	bom
bed	and	was	also	a

rrested.		

In	1956,	segregatio
n	on	buses	was	rule

d	as	illegal,	which	

caught	the	attentio
n	of	the	whole	of	A

merica.	King	found
	

himself	turned	into
	a	national	figure	an

d	a	spokesman	for	
civil	

rights.	

CREATING A MOVEMENT 

Following	their	vict
ory	over	the	segreg

ated	buses,	Martin	

Luther	King	joined	
other	civil	rights	lea

ders	to	form	the	So
uthern	

Christian	Leadershi
p	Conference	(SCLC

).	They	were	dedica
ted	to	

organising	non-viol
ent	protests	agains

t	segregation	and	r
acism	

everywhere.	

For	the	next	11	yea
rs,	Martin	Luther	King	an

d	the	SCLC	would	

successfully	push	b
ack	racist	laws	and	

attitudes	in	the	US,
	using	

non-violent	protest
s.	He	would	be	arre

sted	more	than	29	
times,	

and	faced	oppositio
n	from	all	angles.	

It	was	with	the	SCL
C	that	Martin	Luther	King	fa

mously	

marched	on	Washington	in	1963.	
Along	with	six	othe

r	civil	rights	

leaders,	Dr	King	gav
e	a	speech	at	the	Li

ncoln	memorial	to	
more	

than	a	quarter	of	a
	million	people.		

“I HAVE A DREAM” 

That	speech	later	b
ecame	known	as	th

e	I	Have	A	Dream	

speech,	where	he	s
poke	about	his	drea

m	that	“my	four	litt
le	

children	will	one	da
y	live	in	a	nation	wh

ere	they	will	not	be
	

judged	by	the	colou
r	of	their	skin	but	b

y	the	content	of	the
ir	

character.”	It	is	now
	seen	as	one	of	the

	greatest	speeches	
in	

American	history.	

ASSASSINATED 

James	Earl	Ray,	an	e
scaped	convict,	sho

t	and	killed	Dr	Martin	

Luther	King	Jr	on	4	
April	1968.	Riots	sp

read	across	Americ
a,	

despite	King’s	frien
ds	and	colleagues	c

alling	for	people	to
	follow	

King’s	wishes	and	p
rotest	peacefully.	

CELEBRATING MARTIN LUTHER KING JR 

DAY 
The	peaceful	prote

sts	led	by	Martin	Luther	King	he
lped	to	

change	American	la
w	and	made	it	illeg

al	to	treat	people	

differently	based	o
n	their	race,	colour

,	or	religion	(The	Ci
vil	

Rights	Acts	of	1964
	and	1968).			Martin	Luther	King	D

ay	became	

a	national	holiday	i
n	the	USA	in	1986.	

On	this	day,	people
	

remember	the	man
,	his	work	and	his	in

spiring	words,	whic
h	still	

contain	a	powerful
	message	for	today

.

who was martin luther king? 

Glossary 
CIVIL	RIGHTS:	the

	rights	of	people	t
o	be	treated	equa

lly	

ACTIVIST:	a	person
	who	campaigns	for	some	kind	of	

social	change

The statue of King 

in Washington DC

news puzzle
This story has come from the Science News section of First News. Read the story, and 

then try the puzzle. To help you, we have underlined the answers to the crossword puzzle clues in 

the article itself – but you will need to match the correct word with each clue!  
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FLY ME 
TO THE 
MOON
TOURISTS SET TO BLAST 
INTO SPACE NEXT YEAR

TWO people are set to be the fi rst tourists to fl y around the moon next year.

Space tech company, SpaceX, announced 

their “out of this world” plans on Tuesday. 

The tourists, who have paid a lot of 

money for the week-long trip, will travel 

in a spaceship being developed for NASA 

astronauts. The ship will be powered by 

a rocket that hasn’t been fl own yet.

SpaceX boss Elon Musk said he hopes 

the fl ight – the fi rst tourist fl ight ever to 

travel beyond the Internati onal Space 

Stati on – will happen in late 2018. He said: 

“This presents an opportunity for humans 

to return to deep space for the fi rst ti me 

in 45 years, and they will travel faster and 

further into the solar system than any 

before them.”
It’s not known who the tourists are, nor 

exactly how much they are paying. Their 

long lunar loop could see them travel 

hundreds of thousands of miles, as a one-

way trip to the moon covers about 240,000 

miles. Although they are going to fl y to the 

moon, they will not land on its surface.

Now, the space tourists are starti ng their 

training, and will have many health tests 

ahead of their historic mission.

by editor in chief Nicky Cox
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SCIENCE NEWS

SEVEN NEWS EARTHS 
SCIENTISTS	have	discovered	seven	Earth-like

	planets	orbiBng	a	

star	–	and	all	of	them	have	the	potenBal	to	h
ost	life.	

The	planets	are	orbi/ng	(circling	around)	a	st
ar	called	Trappist-1. 

They	are	a	mere	40	light	years	away	–	that’s	380	trillion	kil
ometres!	

Scien/sts	are	very	excited	about	the	discover
y	because	all	seven	planets	

are	in	something	called	the	‘Goldilocks	zone’	around	the
	star.	If	a	planet	is	

too	close	to	a	star,	it	will	be	very	hot	and	all	th
e	water	will	boil	away.	If	a	

planet	is	too	far	away	from	a	star,	all	the	water	will	be	frozen.		

These	planets	are	not	too	hot	and	not	too	col
d	–	just	like	Earth!	This	

means	that	if	there	is	water	on	the	planets	it	w
ill	be	a	liquid	–	and	liquid	

water	is	thought	to	be	essen/al	for	life.	
			Another	fascina/ng	fact	about	the	planets	i

s	that	they	are	

so	close	together	that	if	you	stood	on	the	sur
face	of	one	of	

them	and	looked	up	at	the	sky,	you	could	see	cloud
s	on	the	

next-door	planet!	

			Unfortunately,	we’re	not	going	to	be	able	to
	pop	over	and	

check	out	the	planets	any	/me	soon.	If	we	travelled	at	the	

speed	of	light,	it	would	s/ll	take	40	years	to	a
rrive	–	but	

nobody	has	invented	a	way	to	travel	that	fast
!

Across 

3.	Earth	is	one	of	these.	They	orbit	(go	

around)	stars.	(plural	noun	7)	

6.	Each	one	of	these	is	the	same	as	1,000	

metres.	(plural	noun	10)	

8.	The	name	of	our	planet.	(noun	5)	

Down 
1.	designed;	created	(past	par/ciple	8)	

2.	An	object	in	the	sky	that	sends	out	its	

own	light.	There	are	many	billions	

of	these	in	our	galaxy,	and	our	sun	is	one	

of	them!	(noun	4)	

4.	peered;	gazed	(past	par/ciple	6)	

5.	Something	that	flows	freely,	such	as	

water.	(noun	6)	

7.	happy;	thrilled;	delighted	(adjec/ve	7)	

N
AS
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N
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SPECIAL REPORT

Ar#cle	Analysis

Issue	546	2nd	-	8th	December	2016PEARL HARBOUR: 75 YEARS ON

BACKGROUND TO THE ATTACK At	the	&me	of	the	a+ack	on	Pearl	Harbour,	
the	Second	World	War	had	been	ge:ng	
more	intense.	The	Allies,	led	by	Britain,	
France	and	the	Soviet	Union,	had	been	
figh&ng	Nazi	Germany	and	their	supporters,	
which	included	Japan,	across	Europe	and	
Asia	for	two	years.	The	United	States	of	
America,	however,	had	refused	to	get	involved	in	a	conflict	so	far	away	

from	home.	But	rela&ons	between	the	Japanese	Empire	and	the	US	were	

now	very	tense.	With	Japan	looking	to	expand	its	territory	in	the	Pacific,	

the	US	had	placed	economic	sanc&ons	(restric&ons)	on	the	Japanese.	In	a	

further	effort	to	stop	Japanese	expansion,	US	President	Franklin	D	

Roosevelt	moved	the	country’s	main	naval	base	in	the	Pacific	from	San	

Diego,	California,	to	Pearl	Harbour	in	Hawaii,	as	it	was	closer	to	Japan.	The	

move,	though,	was	very	risky,	as	it	leV	the	US	Pacific	Fleet	within	striking	

distance	of	a	Japanese	a+ack. 
What happened? On	7	December	1941,	this	threat	turned	into	reality	when	Japanese	

airplanes	a+acked	the	US	Navy	at	Pearl	Harbour.		
The	assault	came	as	a	surprise	to	the	Americans,	as	it	happened	very	

early	on	a	Sunday	morning,	with	no	warning.	Japan	struck	in	two	waves.	

The	first	wave	saw	183	warplanes	bomb	the	US	ba+leships	sta&oned	at	

Pearl	Harbour,	while	the	second	wave	saw	167	Japanese	aircraV	fire	at	US	

aircraV	and	other	ships	at	the	base.	The	a+ack	proved	very	deadly	to	the	

US,	with	2,403	Americans	losing	their	lives.	Nineteen	US	Navy	

ships	and	188	aircraV	were	also	damaged	or	destroyed.	america joins the war On	8	December,	one	day	aVer	the	events	at	Pearl	Harbour,	

President	Roosevelt	addressed	the	US	Congress	(the	

country’s	parliament),	describing	the	day	as	“a	date	which	

will	live	in	infamy	[being	famous	for	something	terrible].”	In	

response	to	the	a+ack,	he	announced	war	on	Japan.	Three	

days	later,	Japan’s	allies,	Germany	and	Italy,	declared	war	on	

the	US.	The	US	had	officially	entered	World	War	Two.	The	US’	

involvement	in	the	conflict	proved	to	be	a	massive	turning	

point	in	the	war.	Boas&ng	a	strong	military,	the	US	helped	to	

push	the	Allies	on	to	victory	over	Adolf	Hitler’s	Germany	and	

then	Japan,	three	years	later	in	1945.	

President Roosevelt

America remembers The	events	of	Pearl	Harbour	con&nue	to	live	long	

in	the	memory	of	Americans,	with	Na&onal	Pearl	
Harbour	Remembrance	Day	taking	place	every	
year	on	7	December	in	the	United	States.	
Americans	use	this	day	to	remember	and	honour	
those	killed	in	the	a+ack.	There	are	also	many	
memorials	in	Hawaii	dedicated	to	the	US	soldiers	
and	civilians	who	lost	their	lives.	The	most	famous	
of	these	is	the	USS	Arizona	Memorial,	which	stands	

on	the	water	above	the	sunken	wreckage	of	the	
USS	Arizona,	one	of	the	ships	that	was	bombed	by	
the	Japanese	at	Pearl	Harbour.	 
 

The	USS	Arizona	Memorial	will	stage	an	11-day	
series	of	special	events,	including	military	parades,	
music	concerts	and	movie	screenings,	to	
commemorate	the	75th	anniversary	of	the	a+ack.

President Roosevelt

ON	7	December,	Americans	will	commemorate	the	75th	anniversary	of	the	aEack	on	their	Pearl	Harbour	naval	base	in	Hawaii.		

The	aEack,	which	was	carried	out	by	the	Japanese	during	World	War	Two,	leO	thousands	dead,	and	started	a	chain	of	events	that	

would	change	the	world	forever.	

` 

weekly news quiz
IN	THE	KNOWPART A: WORDS	A1	What	could	explain	comets	ejec4ng	huge	showers	of	

material	into	space?	A2	What	reason	is	given	for	the	Tsimane	people	in	the	

forests	of	Bolivia	having	the	healthiest	arteries	of	any	

group	of	people	ever	studied?	A3	Which	famous	physicist	is	planning	to	go	into	space?	

A4	Why	are	Chinese	maths	books	being	translated	for	use	

in	classrooms	in	the	UK?	A5	Why	are	scien4sts	from	Bath	and	Exeter	Universi4es	

inves4ga4ng	the	movement	in	skyscrapers?	
A6	Who	has	been	announced	as	the	new	editor	of	

London’s	‘Evening	Standard’	newspaper?		
A7	Tommy	Hodgkins	reports	this	week	on	his	4me	with	

the	NYDC.	What	is	the	NYDC?	A8	Who	is	quoted	as	saying,	“We’ll	come	together	and	

come	back	stronger”?		A9	Why	has	the	charity	Mikey’s	Line	created	the	Mikey’s	

Mates	training	programme?	A10	What	type	of	crayfish	is	just	one	of	the	invasive	

species	to	be	highlighted	in	‘Invasive	Species	Week’	(27th	

March	–	2nd	April)?	

PART b: Pictures What	news	do	these	pictures	tell	us	this	week?
B1

B2

B3

B4

PART C: PLACE Where	in	the	world	has	been	named	
as	the	happiest	country	by	the	United	

Na4ons’	‘World	Happiness	Report	
2017’?	

PART D: PERSON Who	is	this	person	and	why	is	he	
in	the	news	this	week?	

PART E: OBJECT What	is	this	object	and	why	is	it	in	
the	news?			

PART F: STATISTICS What	news	do	these	numbers	tell	us	this	week?
F1) 220	miles	(350km)	above	the	Earth F2) 141mph	(227km/h)

F3) More	than	25,000	people	have	signed	a	

peHHon

F4) 400-800	million	tonnes	of	insects	a	

year	
F5) Down	by	11%

F6) 6	teachers	and	a	£291,000	cut	in	each	school	

?

B5
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ENTERTAINMENT

The amazing life stories of two 
young woman from Uganda are uncovered through the new 

Disney film ‘Queen of Katwe’.When Phiona Mutesi was growing 
up in the slums (poorest areas) of Uganda, she could never have guessed that one day her life story 

would be turned into a Disney film. Her father and sister died when she was young and she often went 
hungry. But her life changed when 
she discovered chess.
A local Christian project in Kampala, the capital city, was giving 

out chess lessons and free food to children. Phiona only went along for 
the free food. Despite not being able 
to read or write, 10-year-old Phiona 
found she was incredibly good at chess.

She soon became a Ugandan chess 
champion and earned enough money 
to build her mother a new house. 

Disney heard about her incredible story and decided to turn it into a film, which leads us to the story of 
another remarkable teenage girl…14-year-old Madina Nalwanga is 

the actress who plays Phiona in the 
film. Just like Phiona, she grew up in 
poverty in Kampala and used to sell 
corn on the streets when she was four 
years old. One day, she was rescued 
by the owner of a dance school, which gave shelter, drama and dance 

lessons to poor young people. Madina was discovered by the film makers in a dance rehearsal in 
Kampala and was chosen for the main role just weeks before filming 

began. Now she’s being praised as a 
talented young actress who’s tipped 
for the top! 
The two teenagers’ inspiring stories 

show that it’s possible to succeed in 
life, no matter where you come from. 
Trust in your talents, young people!

TEENAGERS WITH TALENT

FirstNews       Issue 539  14th – 20th October 2016
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Phiona Mutes, pictured at the premiere for ‘Queen Of Katwe’
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Madina Nalwanga plays Phiona in the film

Download these activities at:
firstnews.co.uk/schools

Proven to significantly develop both children’s reading 
comprehension skills and their motivation to read more widely.
National Literacy Trust Research Project, April – May 2015.
For more details: firstnews.co.uk/nlt

LEVEL 1 LEVEL 2 LEVEL 3

news puzzleThis	story	is	from	the	Big	News	sec2on	of	First	News.	Can	you	match	the	key	words	in	the	story	

to	their	meanings?	When	you	have	iden7fied	each	word,	can	you	put	them	back	into	their	correct	

place	in	the	story,	so	they	make	sense?	

auroras

unravel

previously

raging

demonstrate

dissimilar

magne7c	field

poles

The	two	opposite	ends	of	Jupiter’s	axis	of	rota7on	(plural	noun)

big news

Issue	572	2	-	8	June	2017	

Un7l	now;	at	one	7me	(adverb)

Not	the	same;	unalike	(adjec7ve)

To	solve,	work	out	(verb)

Con7nuing	with	great	force	or	intensity.	(adverb)

Ultra	violet	light	shows	created	when	the	solar	wind	mixes	with	Jupiter’s	

magne7c	field	(plural	noun)

Jupiter	is	surrounded	by	an	enormous	one	of	these	and	it’s	called	the	

magnetosphere.	Charged	par7cles	are	trapped	in	the	magnetosphere	and	

form	intense	radia7on	belts.	(noun)

Evidence	of;	show	proof	of		(verb)

RESEARCHERS	have	been	stunned	by	the	first	results	from	Juno’s	

mission	to	Jupiter,	the	largest	planet	in	our	solar	system.	

The	NASA	mission	launched	nearly	six	years	ago,	so	scien7sts	have	

had	a	long	wait	to	see	what	Juno	would	find.	The	mission	is	

important	because	Juno	is	geNng	closer	to	Jupiter’s	north	and	south	

_	_	_	_	_	than	any	previous	probe,	and	looking	deeper	below	the	

planet’s	thick	clouds	than	ever	before.	
“These	first	results	already	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	it	was	well	worth	the	

journey,”	said	NASA’s	Diane	Brown.	
Data	from	Juno	shows	that	Jupiter’s	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_			_	_	_	_	_	is	twice	

as	strong	as	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	thought,	and	that	the	planet’s	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	work	very	differently	to	those	on	

Earth	that	produce	the	northern	and	southern	lights.	

More	data	will	help	to	figure	out	all	of	these	things,	and	show	why	Jupiter’s	poles	are	so	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_.	

The	next	flyby	on	11	July	will	fly	directly	over	Jupiter’s	famous	Great	Red	Spot,	a	giant	storm	three	7mes	the	

size	of	Earth	that	has	been	_	_	_	_	_	_	for	at	least	150	years.
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RESEARCHERS	in	America	have	adapted	toy	cars	for	children	with	

disabilities,	to	encourage	them	to	explore,	play	and	socialise.	

The	Go	Baby	Go	program	at	Oregon	State	University	aims	to	help	disabled	kids	

to	move	around	independently,	which	it	is	thought	will	enormously	help	their	

development.	They	can	engage	with	other	children	more	easily	and	get	involved	in	

more	social	and	physical	activities.	
The	‘sit-to-stand’	car	encourages	a	child	to	stand	up	in	order	to	activate	the	

switch	that	makes	the	car	move.	This	allows	a	disabled	child	the	chance	to	practise	

physical	skills,	such	as	using	their	arms	to	stand	up	from	a	sitting	position,	and	also	

to	practise	balance	once	they	are	stood.	The	sit-to-stand	car	is	designed	for	children	who	are	expected	to	walk	

eventually,	but	whose	walking	development	is	delayed.	

The	Throw	Baby	Throw	car	uses	a	machine	to	throw	foam	balls.	This	allows	children	who	have	disabilities	in	the	top	

half	of	their	body	and	can’t	throw	or	catch,	to	take	part	in	throwing	games	with	other	children.		

Professor	Sam	Logan,	the	leader	of	the	Go	Baby	Go	program,	said	that	the	cars	“are	designed	to	encourage	movement	

and	social	interaction,	which	are	critical	developmental	skills	for	all	young	children”.		

The	toy	cars	will	be	priced	at	around	$200	(£150)	each	–	a	lot	less	than	motorised	wheelchairs,	which	can	cost	

thousands.

go cars 
science news

HACKERS	in	Germany	have	successfully	hacked	the	iris	recogni#on	system	of	Samsung’s	new	Galaxy	S8	smartphone.	
The	security	measure	is	meant	to	ensure	that	only	the	iris	(the	part	of	the	eye	that	helps	control	how	much	light	gets	in)	of	the	

phone’s	owner	can	provide	access.	As	Samsung	

themselves	say:	“the	patterns	in	your	irises	are	unique	to	

you	and	are	virtually	impossible	to	replicate,	meaning	iris	

authentication	is	one	of	the	safest	ways	to	keep	your	

phone	locked	and	contents	private”.		
But	there’s	more	to	this	than	meets	the	eye.	

A	group	of	security	experts	used	a	printout	of	an	

ordinary	digital	photo	of	a	person’s	iris	to	hack	the	

phone.	They	placed	a	contact	lens	in	front	of	the	print	to	

fake	the	natural	curve	of	a	human	eye.	The	trick	worked,	

and	they	gained	access	to	all	the	phone’s	data,	including	

texts,	apps,	contacts	and	call	history.	The	picture	they	

used	wasn’t	even	a	close-up	of	the	eye	–	it	was	taken	

from	five	metres	away!	The	security	team,	called	Chaos	Computer	Club	(CCC),	

has	advised	people	to	stick	to	a	traditional	PIN	to	protect	

their	phones.

A	HIGH-TECH	scarecrow	is	being	used	to	keep	seabirds	away	from	a	British	wind	farm	–	because	bird	poo	is	causing	a	health	hazard!	Dong	Energy,	a	company	
that	specialises	in	offshore	wind	power,	has	been	

building	a	large	wind	farm	off	the	coast	of	Norfolk	in	

the	North	Sea.	It	has	been	revealed	that,	for	three	

weeks	last	summer,	Dong	used	two	high-tech	

scarecrows	known	as	Scaretech	to	keep	birds	away	

during	construction	of	the	farm.		
The	feathered	fiends	had	been	pooing	so	much	that	

the	base	of	the	wind	turbines	was	unsafe	for	workers	to	

walk	on.	There	were	also	fears	that	dangerous	diseases	

in	the	poo	could	end	up	being	spread	to	the	people	

working	on	the	wind	farm.	The	scarecrows	were	made	up	of	a	foam	body	with	a	

steel	pole	to	keep	them	upright,	and	a	head	made	of	

plastic.	They	had	solar	panels	that	powered	a	battery-

operated	squawk	similar	to	the	one	made	by	birds	of	

prey.	Combined	with	a	strobe	light,	the	noise	helped	

keep	the	seabirds	from	landing	during	the	night.		

Dong	Energy	is	now	considering	using	Scaretech	on	

other	sites	in	the	future.

hack attack! poo & wind 

A	child	test-drives	a	new	
Go	Baby	Go	toy	car	

The	launch	of		the	Galaxy	G8	

 
A	Scaretech	scarecrow		

news puzzleThis	story	is	from	the	Big	News	sec2on	of	First	News.	Can	you	match	the	key	words	in	the	story	

to	their	meanings?	When	you	have	iden7fied	each	word,	can	you	put	them	back	into	their	correct	

place	in	the	story,	so	they	make	sense?	

auroras

stunned

previously

raging

demonstrate

dissimilar

magne7c	field

poles

These	are	the	northern	and	southern	ends	of	Jupiter’s	axis	(plural	noun)

big news
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Un7l	now;	at	one	7me	(adverb)

Not	the	same	(adjec7ve)

Surprised	(past	par7ciple)

Con7nuing	with	great	force	or	strength	(adverb)

Light	shows	created	when	solar	wind	mixes	with	the	magne7c	field	
(plural	noun)

Jupiter	is	surrounded	by	an	enormous	one	of	these	and	it	is	also	called	the	

magnetosphere	(noun)

Show	something	is	true;	show	proof	of	(verb)

Researchers	have	been	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	by	the	first	results	from	Juno’s	

mission	to	Jupiter,	the	largest	planet	in	our	solar	system.	

			The	NASA	mission	launched	nearly	six	years	ago,	so	scien7sts	have	

had	a	long	wait	to	see	what	Juno	would	find.	The	mission	is	

important	because	Juno	is	geNng	closer	to	Jupiter’s	north	and	south	

poles	than	any	previous	probe,	and	looking	deeper	below	the	

planet’s	thick	clouds	than	ever	before.	
			“These	first	results	already	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	it	was	well	worth	

the	journey,”	said	NASA’s	Diane	Brown.	
			Data	from	Juno	shows	that	Jupiter’s	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_			_	_	_	_	_	is	twice	

as	strong	as	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	thought,	and	that	the	planet’s	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	work	very	differently	to	those	on	Earth	that	

produce	the	northern	and	southern	lights.	
			More	data	will	help	to	figure	out	all	of	these	things,	and	show	why	Jupiter’s	poles	are	so	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_	_.	The	next	

flyby	on	11	July	will	fly	directly	over	Jupiter’s	famous	Great	Red	Spot,	a	giant	storm	three	7mes	the	size	of	Earth	that	

has	been	_	_	_	_	_	_	for	at	least	150	years.
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Jupiter’s mysteries unravel 

news quiz
PART A - THE WORDS	

Q1	What’s	the	Duanwu	fes.val,	which	takes	place	on	the	Jinjiang	River	in	China,	also	known	as?	

Q2	Who	is	playing	the	first	female	Hook	in	the	Na.onal	Theatre’s	stage	version	of	Peter	Pan?	

Q3	What	is	an	AstroRad	Radia.on	Shield,	and	what	does	it	do	for	astronauts?	
Q4	What’s	the	name	of	Hull’s	first-ever	children’s	literature	fes.val?		Q5 Who,	or	what,	are	Ping	and	Pong?	

Q6	Why	is	Missy	Toulouse	in	the	news?	

Q7	What’s	the	.tle	of	Anthony	Horowitz’s	new	novel	featuring	spy	Alex	Rider?	
Q8 Which	country	did	American	company	Rocket	Lab	launch	a	test	flight	of	a	rocket	from?	

Q9 Who	spent	a	whole	year	sleeping	in	a	tent	to	raise	money	for	Diabetes	UK?		
Q10	Who	has	won	the	Monaco	Grand	Prix?

All	these	ques*ons	are	about	stories	in	the	news	this	week.	Can	you	find	the	ar*cle	and	

find	the	informa*on?	Write	the	answer,	the	sec*on	of	the	paper	and	the	page	number	

where	you	found	the	informa*on.
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news puzzleThis	story	has	come	from	the	‘A	Red	Dozen’	story	in	First	News.	Read	the	story,	and	then	try	the	puzzle.		

To	help	you,	we	have	underlined	the	answers	to	the	crossword	puzzle	clues	in	the	ar8cle	itself	–	but	you	will	

need	to	match	the	correct	word	with	each	clue!		

Issue	572	2nd	-	8th	June	2017	

sport

a red dozen  ARSENAL have beaten this year’s Premier 

League champions Chelsea 2-1 to lift the FA Cup. 
    They are the first team ever to win the trophy 12 

times. Their manager, Arsène Wenger, also became the 

first boss to win the cup on seven occasions.  

    Many fans are unhappy that Arsenal failed to 

qualify for the Champions League this season (a 

championship where the best teams from each European country compete against each other). You 

have to finish in the top four in the Premier League to qualify for the Champions League and this 

year Arsenal finished fifth. They haven’t won the Premier League since 2004. 

    But in front of 89,472 fans at Wembley Stadium, Arsenal star Alexis Sánchez gave his side the 

lead after just four minutes. Chelsea’s Diego Costa equalised on 76 minutes, but three minutes later 

Aaron Ramsey struck the winner for the north London club.  
What is the FA Cup?     The FA Cup is a knockout competition in English football (plus a few Welsh teams). This means 

that if a team loses just one match, they are out of the competition. The winning team will have 

won every single match they played.   

 

ACROSS 

4. The top level for football clubs in England 

(noun 7,6) 5. The cup you win (noun 6) 
6. Defeated (noun 6) 8. Game (noun 5) 

DOWN 

1. Contest (noun 11) 2. Do well enough to; get enough points to (verb 

7) 
3. Winners (plural noun 9) 
7. The group of footballers, e.g. Arsenal (noun 4) 

Four Simplified 
Stories

News Puzzle 1

Look Closer

News Puzzle 2

Article  
Analysis

news quizIN	THE	KNOWPART A: WORDS	A1 When	is	it	‘World	Oceans	Day’	–	and	what	is	the	

theme	for	this	year?	A2	What	are	two	Tesco	stores	in	Scotland,	plus	one	in	

Norwich,	doing	to	try	and	help	reduce	the	use	of	

plas@c	bags?	
A3	What	does	WWF-Australia	want	the	Australian	

Government	to	do	to	help	save	koalas?	
A4	Who	does	Kiara	the	husky	puppy	owe	her	life	to?	

A5	Which	football	team	is	the	first	in	history	to	

complete	a	treble	in	Scotland	without	losing	a	game?	

A6	What	pet	is	an	IT	firm	in	Tokyo	allowing	its	staff	to	

bring	into	work,	in	order	to	reduce	stress	levels?	

A7 What	tax	should	there	be	on	plas@c	drinking	

straws,	according	to	waste	disposal	firm	

Businesswaste.co.uk?	A8	Which	famous	person	listened	to	13-year-old	Mila	

Stricevic	read	out	her	poem	called,	If	I	Ruled	Scotland?	

A9	Where	in	the	world	are	they	considering	turning	

abandoned	underground	sta@ons	and	tunnels	into	a	

tourist	aRrac@on?	A10	Which	country	has	the	highest	popula@on?

PART b: Pictures What	news	do	these	pictures	tell	us	this	week?
B1

B2

B3

B4

B6

PART C: PLACEs Where	in	the	world	are	leaders	mee@ng	

together	for	the	G7	Summit?	

PART E: OBJECT What	is	this	object	and	why	is	it	in	
the	news?

PART F: STATISTICS What	news	do	these	numbers	tell	us	this	week?
F1) A	record-breaking	8,787

F2) 37%	of	the	2,200
F3) Over	500,000

F4) 5.86	miles	(9.14km)

F5) 50,000	yuan	(£5,583)
F6) 2.7m	(9Q)

?

B5

PART D: Person Who	is	this	person	and	why	is	he	in	
the	news	this	week?		
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mystery newsMystery News 1 • Who is this person? • What is happening in the picture?  
• Why is she in the news? 

Mystery News 2 • What is this?  • What clues can you get from the picture? 
• Why is it in the news?

Mystery News 3 • Who are these people? • What clues can you get from the picture? 
• Why are they in the news?

Mystery News 4 • What clues can you get from the picture? 
• Why is it in the news?
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Mystery News News & Pics 
Quiz

In The Know

News Puzzle 3

GLOSSAR 
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 BIG INTERVIEW

	What	made	you	realise	that	you	had	unfinished	

business	with	Alex?		Walker	Books	asked	me	to	work	on	some	exis2ng	

short	stories	[which	will	be	published	in	2019	with	the	

2tle	Alex	Rider	–	Secret	Weapon].	Polishing	them	and	

rewri2ng	them,	I	realised	how	much	I	had	missed	the	

character.	Before	I	knew	it,	I’d	decided	to	write	

another	book.	
	Alex	has	been	away	for	a	while,	so	what	kind	of	

spy	is	he	this	Dme	around?	I	think	Alex	is	as	smart,	resourceful	and	as	fast	on	his	feet	

as	ever.	This	is	a	very	personal	story	and	I	think	he’s	also	

more	emo2onally	involved.	At	the	start	of	the	book,	Alex	is	

15.	He’s	very	much	on	his	own	and	living	far	away	from	

home.	For	me,	part	of	the	fun	was	watching	him	find	

himself.	Once	the	ac2on	starts,	he	becomes	more	and	

more	like	his	old	self.			
	Do	you	plan	a	whole	book	before	you	start	wriDng?	

I	like	to	have	a	very	carefully	worked-out	structure,	a	sort	

of	‘map’	of	the	story.	But	that	doesn’t	mean	I	can’t	surprise	

myself	and	go	in	an	unexpected	direc2on	while	I’m	wri2ng.	

	It’s	been	such	a	long	Dme	since	you	wrote	an	Alex	

Rider	book,	so	did	you	have	to	go	back	and	re-read	them	

to	remind	yourself	what	happened?	
I	did	have	to	re-read	a	few	chapters	in	Scorpia	Rising,	the	

last	Alex	novel,	just	to	remember	exactly	what	happened	in	

Egypt.	But	I	very	seldom	read	my	own	work.	Fortunately,	

most	of	it	is	s2ll	in	my	head.		The	book	is	set	in	lots	of	glamorous	locaDons.	Did	you	

get	to	visit	them	all	for	research,	and	which	did	you	like	

best?	
I’d	already	been	to	Egypt	when	I	was	researching	Scorpia	

Rising,	so	there	was	no	need	to	go	back.	I	stayed	in	Saint-

Tropez	last	summer	when	I	was	thinking	up	the	book	and	

used	lots	of	the	loca2ons	that	I	visited,	including	the	Villa	

Siciliana,	which	is	where	the	villains	live.	I	did	go	to	Oxford	

to	work	out	the	car	chase.	I’m	afraid	the	climax	in	Wales	is	

largely	imagined…	I	used	the	internet!	

	What	is	the	coolest	thing	you’ve	experienced	when	

researching	an	Alex	Rider	book?	
Climbing	and	operating	a	crane	in	London	(Point	Blanc).	

Watching	a	kickboxing	contest	in	Thailand	(Snakehead).	

Talking	to	the	astronaut,	Dr	Michael	Foale	(Ark	Angel).		

Scuba	diving	in	the	Caribbean	(Skeleton	Key).	There	have	

been	many!	
	Which	spy	gadget	would	you	like	to	own	yourself?	

Alex	Rider’s	Cannondale	Bad	Boy	bicycle	(complete	with	

ejector	saddle)	in	Eagle	Strike.		Do	you	think	this	really	is	the	last	Alex	Rider	book?	

Absolutely	not.	There	are	the	short	stories	and,	as	you’ll	

see	when	you	read	the	book,	there’s	a	built-in	sequel.	It’s	

called	Nightshade.	
	Is	it	true	that	Alex	Rider	is	coming	to	TV	soon?	What	

can	you	tell	us	about	that?	Yes,	the	series	is	being	developed	by	Eleventh	Hour	Films	

with	ITV.	The	first	script,	based	on	Point	Blanc,	is	being	

wriaen	by	a	brilliant,	BAFTA-winning	writer,	Guy	Burt.	

Hopefully,	we’ll	be	in	produc2on	next	year.		Alex	is	15	now,	so	what	were	you	like	at	15?		

I	was	nothing	like	Alex.	My	interests	were	books	–	reading	

and	wri2ng	them	–	theatre,	cinema,	art.	I	wasn’t	very	

physical!	In	a	way,	when	I	was	crea2ng	Alex,	I	deliberately	

made	him	everything	I	wasn’t.	

Alex Rider returns! ANTHONY	Horowitz	has	delighted	Alex	Rider	fans	around	

the	world	by	releasing	a	surprise	new	book	–	Never	Say	

Die	–	six	years	aTer	fans	thought	the	series	had	ended.	

We	caught	up	with	Anthony	to	find	out	why	he	decided	

to	bring	the	teenage	spy	back	for	an	11th	adventure.		
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four stories

  Issue 572   2nd – 8th June 2017 SAVE THE STAGS
IF you’re lucky, you might spot one of these curious-looking 

creatures in the next few weeks. But, don’t panic! They’re not 

dangerous and, in fact, they need your help.
This mighty-looking insect is a stag beetle. It can measure up to 8cm 

long. It is Britain’s largest land beetle and also one of the rarest. 

Stag beetles spend most of their life underground as a larva, living on 

rotten wood. It may take six years before they turn into a beetle and 

emerge in May or June. They are often seen flying around on warm 

evenings as they try and find a mate. Once they have laid their eggs, 

all the beetles die by the end of August.
The stag beetle gets its name because the male’s large jaws look like 

the antlers of a stag (male deer). They look dangerous but are in fact 

harmless to humans.The number of stag beetles has fallen dramatically in recent years and 

it has become extinct in many parts of the UK. If you want to help this 

‘not-so-mini’ mini-beast, here are a few tips:

ANIMAL NEWS 

 
 If you find an adult stag beetle, leave it where it is unless it is in        

     danger of being run-over or trodden on. Don’t move it far.

 Make a stag beetle home in your garden or playground out of        

     old, rotten wood. If you spot a stag beetle, record your sighting at       

     www.ptes.org/stagbeetles

LOWER KS2                   UPPER KS2                          KS3

First News – expanding reading habits
Non-fiction news reports engage children and develop their interest,  

knowledge and understanding of the world they are growing up in.
As newspaper readers, pupils choose the stories that interest them, and where 

they start reading in each week’s First News.
News is for discussing and debating, and pupils share and pass on stories that 

have sparked their interest.

The First News Weekly Reading Activities
The weekly reading activities develop pupils’ understanding of the week’s news 
stories. There are three levels of differentiation to support all learners in KS2 and 
KS3. The activities (PDF format) can be downloaded from the First News for Schools 
website on Friday afternoon.

     News Comprehensions
  Focus in depth on engaging individual news stories
  Questions to encourage understanding, critical thinking,  

    discussion and debate
  Develop key comprehension skills:

   Find and explain information
   Deduce, infer and summarise
   Use evidence to support ideas and opinions
   Ask questions to develop understanding
   Make informed predictions
   Identify benefits of language choices, structure  
     and presentation

     News Quizzes
  Question and picture clues to find fascinating facts and information  

    from the week’s newspaper  
  Find key information as quickly as possible:

   Develop understanding of topics and newspaper sections
   Scan headlines, photos and lead paragraphs

     News Puzzles
  Develop comprehension of a news story by analysing key words,  

    phrases and technical vocabulary used by First News journalists
  Widen pupils’ vocabulary

     News Debate
  Background information, facts, figures and opposing viewpoints  

    are provided in this activity on a topical dilemma
  Discussion questions enable children to explore the issue and  

    develop their own informed opinions
  Available every fortnight

Twitter: @FirstNews_Teach   Email: schools@firstnews.co.uk   Phone: 020 3195 7256


