WHAT’S IN THE

READING ACTIVITIES?

First News - expanding reading habits

™ Non-fiction news reports engage children and develop their interest,
knowledge and understanding of the world they are growing up in.

@ As newspaper readers, pupils choose the stories that interest them, and where
they start reading in each week’s First News.
™ News is for discussing and debating, and pupils share and pass on stories that
have sparked their interest.
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The First News Weekly Reading Activities

The weekly reading activities develop pupils’ understanding of the week’s news
stories. There are three levels of differentiation to support all learners in KS2 and

KS3. The activities (PDF format) can be downloaded from the First News for Schools

website on Friday afternoon.
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'SEVEN NEWS EARTHS

SCIENTISTS have discovered seven Earth-like planets orbiting a
| star - and all of them have the potential to host life.
re orbiting (circling around) a star called Trappist-1.
— that's 380 trillion kilometres!

100 close toa sta
planet is too far away from a st

These planets are not too hot and not too col
means that f there is water on the planets it will be 2
water is thought to be essential for life.

liguid - and liqu

s s
ot heleftuni

el joined the Bapt
Bo HOWDID.
¢ ACTIVIST?

ACROSS

3. Earth is one of these. They orbit (g0
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5. The name of our planet. {noun 5)
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1. designed; created (past participle 8)
CRE“ 2. An object ir sky that outits
Follownd own light, There are many billions
of these in our galaxy, and our sun is one
of them! (noun 4)
4. peered; gazed (past participle 6)
5. Something that flows freely, such as
water. (noun 6)
7. happy; thrilled; delighted (adjective 7
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B Focus in depth on engaging individual news stories
B Questions to encourage understanding, critical thinking,
discussion and debate

B Develop key comprehension skills:

e Find and explain information

o Deduce, infer and summarise

o Use evidence to support ideas and opinions

o Ask questions to develop understanding

o Make informed predictions

o ldentify benefits of language choices, structure
and presentation

B Question and picture clues to find fascinating facts and information
from the week’s newspaper
B Find key information as quickly as possible:
o Develop understanding of topics and newspaper sections
e Scan headlines, photos and lead paragraphs

News Puzzles

B Develop comprehension of a news story by analysing key words,
phrases and technical vocabulary used by First News journalists
B Widen pupils’ vocabulary

News Debate

B Background information, facts, figures and opposing viewpoints
are provided in this activity on a topical dilemma

B Discussion questions enable children to explore the issue and
develop their own informed opinions

B Available every fortnight

LEVEL 1

LOWER KS2

LEVEL 2

UPPER KS2

KS3

firstnews.co.uk/schools

National
Literacy

Trust

Proven to significantly develop both children’s reading
comprehension skills and their motivation to read more widely.
National Literacy Trust Research Project, April — May 2015.

For more details: firstnews.co.uk/nlt

Twitter: @FirstNews_Teach Email: schools@firsthews.co.uk Phone: 020 3195 7256




